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AswaiL DiriLz«a&» 



OK, 
NEW ART. OF POLITE CORRESPONDENCE: 

CONTA.IHINO A COURSE OF 
^INTERESTING ORIGINAL LETTERS, 

OS THE MQfT IMPORTANT, INSTRUCTIVE, AND SVTKR- 

TAININO SUBJECTS : 

Wbicli may serve as Copies for Inditing Letters on tbe 
Varioos Occurrences in Life. 

AND A SET OF COMPLIMENTART CARDS, 

Suited to the various occasions on which an extraordi* 
nary degree of politeness should be observed. 
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BY THE REV. THOMAS COOK, A. B. 
And one of the authors of the New Royal and Univeml 
y Dictionary of Arts and Sciences 

In England. 
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TirWHICH ARE ADDED, 

Forms of Mortgages, Deeds, Bonds, Powers of At- 
torney, Indentures, kc. as they are now exe- 
\ cuted by Gentlemen of distinguished 

aDilities in tlie Law in the U. States. - 

ALSO, 

The iisual stvlc of address for tbe princtfuu 
Public Officers in the United States. 
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PREFACE. 



THE mat nliTlty of Epistolary Writing, is so wait 
known, mat the necessity of being acquainted witii an art 
replete with sucli advntitages is needless to insist upon.— 
Tboae whp are accomplished in it are too happy in tlieir 
knowledge to need fartlier information concerning its 
excellence. And such as are unnualified to convoy cLeir 
sentiments to a friend, without the assistance of u third 
person, feel their deficienc^so severely, that nothing need 
be said to convince them it is their interest to become 
acquainted with what is so necessary and agreeable. 

Had letters been known at the beginning of tiic world, 
Epistolary Writing would have been as old as love and 
friendship : for, as soon as they began to flourish, the 
verbal messenger was dropped, tiie language of the heart 
was committed to characters that faithfully preserved it. 
secrecy was maintained, and social intercourse renderca 
more free and agreebble. Some of the most ancient 
conu)ositions were written in this manner, and the light 
of tne gospel was delivered by the holy Apostles in the 
Epistolary way. The Romans were perfect masters of 
this art, as Cicero's Letters sufficiently evince ; nor 
are the Moderns less sensible of its e^pllencies. Some 
of the finest French writers have built their fame upon 
Epistolary correspondence : and tlie Englisli are at pre- 
jent so convinced of the advantages attending this me- 
thod of conveying their sentiments, that it seems to huve 
triumphed over almost every other species of composi* 
tion ; the Historian has adopted it ; we have the Greek 
and Roman histories, as well as that of our nation, admr- 
Tably executed in letters. Almost every thing didactive 
and perspective, is delivered in- thi^ way ; the Novelist 
finds it better adapted to his purpose than any otiier 
mode of writing. No great poet is without his familiar 
Epistle to his friend ; and the Traveller seemed lost, until 
he found the method of conveying hfs intelligence m 
Letters. To eonclude : Letters are the life of trade, the 
fuel of love, the pleasure of friendship, the food of the 
politiciaji, and the entertainment of the curious. To 
speak to those we love or esteem, is the greatest satisfac- 
tion we are capable of knowing, and the next is, being 
able to converse with them by Tetter. 



DIRECTIONS FOR WRITING 3LETTERS. 

It was a jnit observation of the honest Quaker, that, if • 
Dial? think twice before he speak), he'll tpeak twice better 
m it. With great propriety the above may be app^ed 
to aJl sort oi wrrtmg, particularly the epistolary, th 
letters from one relation to another, the dinerent charac- 
ters of the persons must be 6rst considered : Thus a 
lather in writing to a son will use a gentle anthority * a 
fon to a farther will express a filial duty. And again. In 
friendship, the heart will dilute itself with an honest free- 
dom ; it will applaud with sincerity, and censure with 
modest reluctance. In letlers concerning trade, the sub- 
ject matter will be constantly kept in view, and the 
greatest perspicuity and brevity observed by tlie different 
correspondents ; and in like manner,, these rules may b4 
applied to all other subjects and conditions of IKie, vis. A 
oompreheusive idea of the subject, and an unaffected sitn- 
piicity, though modesty in expression. Nothing more 
need be added, only that a constant attention to the 
above for a few months, will soon convince the learner, 
tbat his time has not been spent in vain. Indeed, an 
assiduous attention to the study of any art, even the most 
difficult, wil enable the learner to surmount every diffi- 
culty ; and vvri^M letters to his correspondents, becomes 
equally easy a^^peaking in company. And if he care* 
fully avoid affectation, will enable him to write in the 
language of the present times : his thoughts will be clear, 
bis sentiments judicious, and his language plain, easy, 
nensible, elegant, and suited to the nature of the subject. 
As letters are the copies of conversation,, just consider 
what you would say to your friend if he was present, and 
.write down the very words you would speak, which wUl 
lender youj epistle unaffected and intalhgible. 



THE 

LETTER WRITER. 



PART X. ' 

I 

LSTTERS TO AND FROM DIFFERENT RELATIONS. 



LETTER I. 
On the Respect and Obedience due to Parents, 

DCAR BROTHER, 

SESISE the inclination that T have to write 
to you coDcerning every thing that happens to 
hcre^ I find it a duty. My mother tells 
iy that having now no father, I am to look upon 
yen as one ; I do not know whether it will be 
lo jny advantage or not ; but of thig I am sure, 
tliat I shall fin^ in you all the jpriulgence, and 
l(i0ne of the se^rity. 

. My rarother gave nie her commands when she. 
IHO'ted feom me, that I should consider you in thi$ 
double light ; she bade me not lose that respect' 
vfatch'wai due to your years, and more <kie to the 
care wluch. she haul dei^red you to take of me, 
in that familiarity we used to live together as 
acquaintance : I am sure I shalLobey her. You 
may remember that she followed me to the 
MSgby but you cannot know the ro^fsoh : I sup« 
pose affection did not want its part ; but there 
W9» somothitts beside: she took that oppor^ 

A 2 



O LETTERS TO AND FROM 

tunity of gfiviog me this command) being willing 
to say these things rather before streuigers than 
yourself. 

I hope I have not; brother, been bred up with 
80 good a person as you, to be ignorant of that 
respect which is due to a parent. I should have 
obeyed the command had it been delivered in 
any manner, but I could seo her hold up her 
handkerchief many times when she spoke to me. 
O, brother, every tear she shed has cost me a 
thousand ! but do not spe^ik of it to give her 
uneasiness ; I only name it to you, to show how 
seriously I received her instructions. He that 
can disregard a parent's command, Sserves 
nothing of that length of life which is piromised to 
the obedient ; but if there be any who can sligkt 
H mother's tears, the world ought to disown 'him. 

I do absurd y6u I am resolved to obey her 
perfectly, and I give you this accotmt as an en* 
gagement to that obedience, j^rhaps you will 
say, it is the first fruit of it ; but ^re ver that be^ 
you have it to reproach me withal, if ever I ft>r« 
get to obey you as a father, while I lore you «» 
a brother. I am, 

With the most true affection And res|seot^ 
Your obedient brother. 

LEtTE'R ii,' 

From a yatmg Gentlemcm to kit Mothotf, during 

his Apprenticeship. 

RONteiisD wr^liBi^ . . - 

Your having retired to Vak country, bai bin* 

teiNi ni0 ftttoi ^nicu««> ycta w rflta as I «iQlt 
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iH»h. Ever since I was bound to Mr. Anson, 
•he has treated mo with every sort of indulgence, 
and I ]]ave endeavoured to acquire- the good will 
of all our custoTAers. I know that you are so 
straitened in your circumstances, as not to be 
able to afford me pocket-money ; but I Ivive 
the pleasure to tell you, that Mrs. Howard has 
taken care in that particular, and generously 
snpplied me from time to time. In every part 
of my conduct I shall endeavour to act con- 
sistently with the principles of virtue, and am, 
with the utmost respect and duty. 

Your affectionate son. 



LETTER III. 

JFVdm a young Gentleman^ at a Soarding»$ch09l 
in the CouniPify to his Brother^ an Apprentice 
p i» NgW'-York. 

DEAa CHARLES, 

Little master Billy Thompson is going to 
New- York to-morrow in the stage, and 1 have 
sent this by him to you. We are all well at 
school, and I have got as far as Ovid ; I have like- 
wise got through the rules of practice, of which I 
shall give you a better account when I come to 
town on the fourth of July. Dear brother, give 
my duty to papa and mamma, and tell them I 
tong to see them ; I pray for them and you every 
iay 5 and I have read over the Complete Duty 
of Man, which my mamma gave me. I spend 
an houf every day in reading Dr. Goldsmith's 
i Roman History. Pray, Charles, send me some 
WMtfy Ibr I aM ^xy &iid <if roidi]^ 
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red pocket-book) and I shall do more for,jriayi 
when I leave school. I am your loving brother. 

LETTER IV. 

Tlie Brother^s Answer. 

DEAR BROTHER, 

I received your kind letter, and am glad to 
hear you are well, as also of the progress yoa 
make in learning. I read your letter to your 
papa and mamma, and they are much pleased 
with it. Bill Thompson dines at Our house to- 
morrow, and he will bring you this. Your manoi- 
ma has sent you three dollars ; and as you are 
so fond of books, I have sent you RoUin's 
Belles Lettres. Mr. Austin, our priest, says, 
that although all sorts of history are useful, yet 
he thinks you should begin with that of your OWB 
country ; and he has sent a present of Gordon's 
History of America. I have sent you the 
pocket-book and some other things, which you 
will find sealed up in the parcel. We all beg 
that you will continue to persevere as you have 
begun, in a uniform course of virtue. It will en- 
title you to the favour of God, be a pleasure to 
your parents, and turn out to your advantage at 
the last. I am, dear brother, your's afiectionately 

LETTER V. 
From an aged Lady in the Country j to her 2Viec4 
in NeW'Yorky cautiojiing her against keeping 
Company tcith a Gentleman of had Character^ 

DEAR NIECE, 

The sincere love and affection which I now . 
baye for your indulgent fatl)^^ and ever \ua^ 



Ibr j^ttr t^rtuodi mother^ nrfaen she was aitve, to* 
gether with the tender regard 1 have for your 
future happiness and welfare, have prevailed on 
me rather to inform you by letter than by word 

r of mouth, concerning what I have heard of your 
unguarded conduct, and the two great freedoms 

' you take with Mr. Lovelace. You have been 
seen with hrm at the 'Theatre, Columbia, JVJount 
Vernon, and Vaux-hall Gardens. Don't imagine, 
niece, that I write this from a prmciple of ili-na* 
ture ; it is on purpose to save you from ruin ; f<>r, 
let me tell you, your familiarity with him gives 
me no small concern, as his character is extremely 
bad, and as he has acted in the most ungenerous 
manner to two or three virtuous young ladies of 
my acquaintance, who entertained too favourable 
an opinion of his honour. 'Tis possible, as you 
have tko great fortune to expect, and he has an 

J- uncle fVom whom he expects a considerable es» 
tate, that yon may be tempted to imagine his ad* 
dl^s^ an oner to your advantage ; but that is great- 
ly to be questioned ^ for I have heard that he is 
deep in debt, as also that he is privately engaged 
to a rich old widow in the Jerseys. In short, my 
dear, he is a perfect libertine, and is ever boast* 
ing of favours from our weak sex, whose fondness 
and frailty are the constant topics of his railing 
and ridicule. Let me prevail on you, dear 
niece, to avoid his company as you would that of 
a madman ; for, notwithstanding, I still hope you 
are strictly virtuous, yet your good name may be 
irreparably lost by such open acts of imprudence. 

' 1 1 have no other motive but an unaffected zeal 

\ for your interest and welfare* I flatter myself 
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you TTili not be oflfended with the liberty here 
taken, by 

Your sincere friend and affectionate aunt. 



LETTER VL 

The Young Lcidyh Answer* 

HONOURED MADAM, 

I received your letter, and when I consider 
your reasons for writing, I thankfully acknow- 
ledge you my friend. It is true, 1 have l)een 
at those public places you mention along with 
Mr. Lovelace, but was utterly ignorant of his 
real character. He did make me proposals of 
marriage, but I told him I would do nothing 
without my father's consent. He came to visit 
me this mornings when I told him that a regard 
for my reputation obliged me never to see him 
any more, nor even to correspond with him by 
letter, and you may depend»on my adhering to 
that resolution. In the mean time I return you 
a thousand thanks for your friendly advice. I 
am sensible every young woman ought to be 
careful of her reputation, and studiously avoid 
the company of libertines. To convince you of 
my sincerity, I shall leave New- York in about 
six weeks, and will call to see you after I have 
been at my father's. 

I am, honoured Madam, 

Your affectionate niece, 
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ON BUSINESS^ '"' > 

LETTER VII. 

JF'ramay&tmg man in the country ^ to a mereJUa^ 
in NtW'YorJcy offering correspondence. 

SIR, 

My apprenticeship with Mr. Wilson being ex« 
pired^ during which I had proofs of your integri- 
ty in ail your dealings with my worthy master ; 
my parents have given me two hundred pounds 
to begin the world, which you know is not suffi- 
cient to carry on trade to any advantage : That 
I may be able to sell my goods as cheap as pos- 
sible, I would choose to have them from the iipst 
hand, and likewise the usual time of credit. If 
it is agreeable to you, I hereby offer you my 
correspondence, not doubting but you will use 
me as well as you did Mr. Wilson, and you may 
depend on my punctuality with respect to pay- 
ments. My late master has no objection to my 
setting up, as it will not be in the least prejudi- 
. cial to his busines,. I shall depend on your 
sending me the following order as soon and as 
. cheap as possible, and am, sir. 

Your humble servant, ^ 

LETTER VIIL 
The Merchant's Answer. 

YoaHs X. received, and am extremely gbd to 
kmr tktti ^tmr ptinHits bovb enabiled ym id ofmi. 
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a store for yourseli^ Your i^ehaviour to your 
late master was such that it cannot fail of pro- 
curing you many customers. I have sent you 
the goods by the sloop Polly, of Poughkecpsio, 
in twelve parcels, marked XI ; and I doubt not 
but you will be punctual in your returns, which 
m^l always enable me to serve von as ktw as 
possible, and with the best goods which I can 
procure. I heartily wish you success in businoss, 
and doubt not but you well know, that honesty 
Joid assiduity are the most likely means to iuftura 
•it, aad aai. 

Your obliged servaar, 

LETTER IX. 
n a eorres^xmdenif requesting the payment of a 

sum of Meney* 

SIR, 

Although the balance of the account between 
us has been standing in my favour, yet I would 
not have applied to you at present, had not a very 
unexpected demand been made upon me for a 
very considerable sum, which, without your as- 
sistance, is not in my power to answer. Wlien 
1 have an opportunity of seeing yon, I tfhall iit- 
form you of the nature of this demand, and the 
necessity of my discharging it. I hope you will 
excuse me this freedom, ixiiich nothing but a re- 
gard to my credit and family cOuld oblige mo to 
take. If it does not suit you to remit mo the 
whole, part will bo thankfully received by 

. ¥cwr tanftrie KFraaty.' 



^ 
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LETTER X. 

T%e Answer, 
ntK, 
I have just received your*?; and am sorry to 
^ iiear of your afflietion. That the account be- 
tween us was not tiooner settled, was owing to 
the failure of two principal creditors. I hafe 
just received a remittance from New-Brunwick^ 
and am greatly pleased that it is in my power to 
answer the whole of your demand. The balance 
between us is two thousand dollars, for which 1 
have sent inclosed an order on Mr. Cash, the 
banker. I hope you will surmount this and eve* 
ry other difficulty, and am 

Your sincere well-wishor* 

LETTER XI. 

JProm a merchant at ^t Thom€aPsto a Brother 
f in Neta-YarJc : denring him to sM sonu goads 
. and purchase others* 

'According to the agreement settled between 
us when I left America, I have sent by the 
Charming Sally, Captain Johnson, twelve bags 
of green coffee, marked A. Z. desiriitg you to 
dispose of them to the best advantage ; they are 
warranted good, as I examined every parcel se- 
,parately, before they were sent on board. You 
will receive an inclosed order for several differ* 
ept articles of American produce to be sent by 
the first ship sailing for this port. Let them be 
as good and cheap as possibly you can procurei 
^ ^.they are much wanted at present. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant. 
E 
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LETTER Xn. 

8IE, 

Yonr's I recelTed, and the twelve bags mark 
ed A. Z. were delivered at the custom-house. I 
imQiediately advertii^d them for sale in twelve 
different lots, but they were all purchased by an 
eminent merchant here, for which I have lodged 
in the ^ank in your name. I have likewise 
shipped on board the Despatch, Capt. Harvey^ 
the different articles which you ordered. They 
are in twenty bales, marked B. ^M. I am tola 
they are the best that can be had on the conti- 
nent| and doubt not of their giving satisfactioa 

I am, sir, your humble servant. 

LETTER XHL 
An urgent demand of Payment. 

HE. THOMPSON, 

The exigence of my affairs compels me thof > 
importunately, nay, peremptorily, to write to yon. 
Can you think it possible to carry on bushiess in 
the manner you act by me ? You know what 
promises you hsive made, and how from time to 
time you have broken them. Can I, therefore, 
dl^pend upon any new ones you make ? If you 
use others as you do me, how can you think of 
carrying oil business ? If you do not, what must 
I think of the man who deals worse by me than 
he does by others ? If you think you can tres- 
pass more upon me than you can on Gathers, that 
is a very bad compliment on my pnidence, or 
your gratitude : lor surely good usage should be ( 
entitlid to the same in return. I know how to ' 
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aDow for disappointment as well as any nmn ; 
but can a man be disappointed for ever ? Trade 
is so dependent a thing, that it cannot be carried 
'\ on without mutual punctuality. Does not the 
'^^ merchant expect it from me for these very goods 
I send you ? What end can it answer to give- 
you two years credit, and then be at an uncer^ 
tainty, for goods which I sell at a small profit, 
and have only six month's credit for myself ? In- 
deed, sir, this will never do. I must be more 
punctually used by you, or else must deal as lit- 
tle punctually with others : and then what must 
be the consequence ? In short, sir, I expect a 
handsome payment by the next return, and se- 
curity for the remainder ; as I am very loath to 
take any harsh measures to procure justice to 
myself, my family, and creditors. For I am, if 
it be not your own l&ult, 
r Your faithful friend and servant. 



LETTER XIV. 

l^e Answer, 

sia, 
I acknowledge with gratitude the lenity you 
have at all times shown, and my being obliged to 
disappoint you so often has given me much un<- 
easiness. I do assure you, sir, that I am not so un- 
grateful as my conduct has given you reason to be- 
lieve. From the state of my accounts, yoii will 
find that the greatest part of my property is in the 
hands of country desJers, who, although they sel- 
jflom fail, yet their timies of payment are very pre- 
carious and uncertain. However, to convince you 
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of my integrity^ I have sent by tbis day's post an 
order for 2d0 dollars, and next week you shaH re- 
ceive one mucfa larger. The remainder shall be 
sent in a very short time. I am determined^ for 
the fotore, to make the rales Isud down in your 
excellent letter, a guide in my dealings with those 
people whose dilatoriness in making good their 
payments to me, obliged me to disappoint you ; 
and to convince you farther of my integrity, the 
goods which I order until the old account is paid 
off, shall be for ready money. I doubt not but 
you will continue to treat me with the same good 
usage as formerly, and believe me to be UQ- 
feignedly. 

Your obliged humble sertvint. 

LETTER XV. 

From a country Farmer to a Landlord^ exeumng 

Delay of Paymeht, 

HONOURED SIR, 

I am extremely sorry that through a variety 
of unforeseen accidents, I am obliged to write to 
you on such a subject as this. The season last 
year was bad, but I was enabled to pay you. 
This has turned out much worse, and it being so 
long before we could get the corn home, it is not 
yet fit to be sold. I only beg your patience 
about two months longer, when I hope to pay 
you faithfully. With gratitude, 

I am, sir, your hpn^t tenant, - "« 

And' humble servant. 
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i LETTER XVI. 

- I hope that from the whole of my conduct^ ever 
i since you first became my tenant, that you can- 
not have reason to allege any thing against me. 
i never, treated you with rigour, as I always 
eonsidered you. as an industrious, honest man 
Make yourself perfectly easy concerning the 
payment of your rent till I come to the country 
in the summer, and if things are as you repre- 
sent them, (and I doubt not but they are) you 
may be assured of every reasonable indulgence, 

I am yours. 

LETTER XVn. 

From an insolvent Debtot to his ^nciptH Cre- 
^ ditoTf requesting the acceptance of a Compo* 
sition. 

8IE, 

When I first entered upor> business, I little 
thought that ever I should bo under the neces- 
sity of writing to you on such a subject as this : 
but experience convinces me, that it is much 
better to acknowledge the state of my affairs to 
my creditors, than put them to the expense of 
taking out a commission of bankruptcy. To 
you, therefore, sir, as the person to whom I am 
principally indebted, do I address myself on 
this melancholy occasion, and must freely ac- 
knowledge that my affairs are very much per- 
^ plexed. I have been these ten years past en« 
deavouring to acquire something for myself, but 

B2 
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in vain. The variety of different articles whiclb 
I have been obliged to sell on credit, and the 
losses sustained thereby, always kept me in low 
circumstances ; and often when I paid you mo- 
ney, I had none left for the support of my faoa** 
ly. If you will be pleased to employ any prudent 
person to examine my books, I doubt not but yon 
will be convinced that the whole of my conduct 
has been consistent with the strictest rules of 
honesty ; and if it shall appear so to you, I must 
beg you will be pleased to call a meeting of the 
creditors, and lay it before them. I have not 
spent any more than was absolutely necessaopy 
for the support of my family, and every thing 
remaining shall be delivered up. When all this 
is done, I hope you will accept of it, as it is not 
in my power to do any more, and consider me 
as one whose misfortunes call for pity instead of 
resentment. 

I am, sir, you** most humble servant, 

LETTER XVin 

The Answer. 

SIB, 

It is with the greatest concern that I have pe- 
rused your affecting letter ; and should consider 
myself as very cruel indeed if I refused to com 
ply with a request so reasonable as that made by 
you. I have employed a worthy person, a friend 
of mine, to examine your books, the resuh of 
whic'h shall be immediately laid before the other ^\ 
f:reditors, and if it is as represented, you need ^ 
not be afraid of any harsh usage. I always con- 
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sidered yon as one of the greatest intergity, and 
am determined to lay down a plan for your fu- 
ture support. In the mean time, I have sent a 
trifle to defray your expenses, till the other a^ 
t fairs are settled^ and am 

Your well-wisher, 

LETTER XIX. 

From a ^Tradesman to a wliolesale Dealer to dC" 
lay payment of%a sum of money, 

SIR, 

My note to you will be payable in ten days, and 
I am sorry to inform you, that although I have 
considerable sums in good hands, yet bone of 
them are due these three weeks, which is ail tho 
time I require. It is a favour I never asked of 
any till this mdment, and I hope for the future 
^ not to have any occasion to repeat it. I am re- 
ally distressed for your answer ; but as a proof 
of my sincerity, have sent inclosed three notes 
subscribed by persons well known to yourself 
and although they exceed my debt, yet I have 
no objection to your keeping them as security 
till due. Let me beg to hear from you as soon as 
this comes to hand, which will greatly oblige 

Your humble servant, 

LETTER XX. 

The Answer. 

> It was extremely fortunate for you that j^foat 
letter arrived the day after it was written, for I 
was to have piad your note away yesterday^ 
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and I could not have had an opportnntty of re- 
calling it in time to have served you. Indeed 
it was imprudent not to communicarte the news 
to me sooner, as your credit might have been 
greatly affected by such an unnecessary delay* 
However, I impute it to your unwillingness .to 
reveal the state of your affairs, and shadl keep 
the note in my bands till your own becomei 
due, and for diat purpose have returned the 
others, not doubting but you will send me the 
money at the time promised, which will gre«^y 
oblige 

Your sincere well-wisher 



LETTER XXL 

jProm a Country Store^keeper to his Friend im 
NeW' Yorkf desiring him to send him some goods. 

SIR, 

That friendship which we contracted in our 
youth, is not yet, I hope, abated, although Pro- 
vidence has placed us many miles distant from 
each other. I have heard of your success m 
New- York, and it is with pleasure I can assure 
you that I am comfortably settled here. ' But 
you know that our returns are slow, and profits 
small, and therefore, however willing, I am not 
in circumstances sufficient to defray the expense 
of a journey to New- York, in order to purchase 
goods at the best hand ; which has been at- 
tended with some loss, because a considerable V 
expense. Relying therefcHre on your former l 
friendship^ I have presumed to solicit ycftur as* 
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sistance, to purchase^ from time to time, what 
goods I may happen to want from New-York, 
for which an order shall he remitted on delivery. 
At present I have only sent for a few articles, as 
you will see by the inclosed. I doubt not of 
your getting them, as good and as cheap as pos- 
sible ; and if there is any thing I can do to serve 
yoti in this part of the country, you may depend' 
on its being executed with the utmost fidelity 
and despatch. 

I am, sir, your sincere friend 



LETTER XXIi. 

The Answer* 
fltit, 
Tour's I received, and am extremely glad to 
-^ hear of your being so comfortably settled. There 
f is a pleasure in looking back to those youthful 
days we spent together in harmless amusements, 
ond it gives me great pleasure to think that I 
baye it in my power to be any way of service to 
my friend. The goods you ordered are sent in 
the Hudson Packet, directed to you. They are 
as good and as cheap as any to be had in New- 
Yprk, and I hope you will be a considerable 
. gainer. With respect to your kind proffer of 
service, I heartily thank you, and shall, as occa^ 
sion requires, trouble you with something of thai 
nature. In the mean time b6 sure to command 
me in every thing wherein I can serve you, as il 
'X will give the greatest pleasure to 

Your sincere friend* 
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LETTER XXra. 

IProm a y<mng Gentleman to a Lckdy mth whom 

h§ is in Zjove, 

. MADAM^ 

I have three times attempted to give you a 
verbal relation of the contents of this letter ; but 
my heart has as often failed, I know not in what 
light it may be considered^ only, if I can form 
any notion of my own heart, from the impres- 
sion made on it by your many amiable acconi- 
plishmentSi my happiness in this world wHl, in 
a great measure, depend on your answer. I am 
not precipitate, madam, nor would! desire your 
«Jiand, if your heart did not accompany it. My 
circumstances are independent, and my cfaarae* 
ter hitherto unblemished, of which you shaO 
have the most undoubted proof. Yon have at 
ready seen some of my relations at your aunt% 
in Reed-street, particularly my mother^ With 
whom I now live. Your aunt will inform '}N>u 

fmcerning our family, and if it is to your satis- 
ction, I shall not only consider myself as ex-^. 
^ iremely happy, but shall also make it die prin- 
" cipal study of my future life to spend my days 
in the company of her whom I do prefer to all 
others in the world. . I shall wait for your answCKb 
with the utmost impatience, and am, 

Madam, your real admirer* 



LETTER XXIV. 

The hadyU Answer* 

8IB, 

^ I received your letter last nighty and as it 
was on a subject I had not jet any thoughts of, 
you will not wonder when I tell you I was a 
good deal surprised. Although I have seen you 
at different times, yet I had not the most dis- 
tant thoughts of your making proposals of such 
a nature. Those of your sex have often assert- 
ed that we are fond of flattery, and mighty 
pleased to be praised ; I shall therefore suppose 
it to be true, and excuse you for those fulsome 
encomiums bestowed upon me in your letter; 
but am afraid,, was I to comply with your*pro- 
posals, y^u would soon be convinced that the 
charms you mention, and seem to value so muchy 
'are merely exterior appearances, which, like the 
summer's flower, wiu very soon fade, and all 
those mighty professions of love will end at last 
in indiflerence, or, which is worse, in disgust. 
You desire me to inquire of my aunt concerning 
your character and family. Tou must excuse 
me when I tell you, that I am obliged to decline 
making any such inquiry. However, as your 
behaviour, when in company, was always agree- 
able, I shall treat you with as much respect as 
is consistent with common decorum. My wor- 
thy guardian, Mr. Melvill, is now at his seat at 
Bloomingdale, and his conduct to me has been 
Ao much like that of a parent, that I don't choose 
'to take one step in an affsur of such importance 
witiboQt both his consent and approbation*— 



There is an appearance of sincerity nuiti throng 
your letter ; but there is one paMcular to wUdi 
I have a very strong ol^ction^ which is this : — 
You say that you live along with your mother, 
yet you don't say that you have either commo- 
nicated your sentiments to her or your other re- 
lations, I must freely and honestly tell you that 
as I would not disoblige my own relations, so 
neither would I, on any consideration, a4init of 
any addresses contrary to the inclinations of 
your's. If you can clear up this to my satisfac- 
tion, I shall send you a more explicit answer, 
and am, sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 

LETTER XXV. 

The Oentleman^s Answer to the above. 

DXAJL MADAM, 

I return you a thousand thanks for your 
letter, and it is with the greatest pleasure that 
I can clear up to your satisfaction the matter 
you doubted of. Before I wrote to you, I com- 
municated the affair to my two cousins ; but 
had not courage enough to mention it to my 
mother; however, that is now over, and no- 
thing, she says, would give her greater plea- 
sure than to see me married to a young lady of 
your amiable character. Nay, so far is she 
irom having any objection, that she would have 
waited on you as the bearer of this, had I not 
persuaded her against it, as she has been these | 
three days afflicted with a severe cold, and^ 
was afraidi that If she bad voaturvd abroad s(i1 



•ooHy it nA0A )}e attended with dangerow <mi« 
sequences. But, to convince you of my sincerit)!^ 
she kas sent the inclosed, written with her own 
hand ; and whatever may be the contents, I so- 
lemnly assure you that I am totally ignorant, ea^- 
^ cept that she told me it was in approbation of my 
suit* If you will give me leave to wait on you, 
I shall then be able to explain things more pm^ 
ticulyly. I am, dear madam, 

You real lover* 



LETTER XXVL 

F'rom the young Gentlemen^s Mother to ths 

young Lady^ 

BEAK MISS, • 

If you find any thing in these lines impn^>erfy 
written, you will candidly excuse it, as coming 
; ^ from the hands of a parent, in behalf of an ooily, 
beloved, and dutiful son. 

My dear Charles has told me that you have 

made such an impression on him, that he knows 

not how to be happy in any one else, and it 

gives me great happiness to find that he has pl»- 

^ ced his affections on so worthy an object. lo- 

fleed it has been ray principal study to instruct 

him in the principles of our holy religion ; well 

knowing that those who do not lear God, will 

\ never pay any regard to domestic duties. His 

' father died when his son was only ten months 

old, and being deprived of the parent, all my 

consoiation was that I had his image left\in the 

ji'^on. I nursed him with aQ the tenderness pos- 

[ Mble. and even taught Inm to read and Unn^ 
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When he was of proper age, I sent him to « 
boarding-school, and afterwards to coUege.— 
Whilst he was prosecuting his. studies, I was 
constantly employed in recommending him to 
the ^are of that God whose eye beholds all his 
tnreatures, and will reward and punish according 
to their merit. Ever since his return from 
Princeton, he has resided constantly with m^, 
and his conduct to every one with whom he hai 
had any connexions, has been equal 1^ my 
utmost wishes. At present, my dear girl, I am 
in a very sickly condition, and although I have 
concealed it from him, yet in all human proba- 
bility, my time in this world will not be long. 
Excuse the indulgent partiality of a mother, 
when I tell you that it is my real opinion you 
can never place your affection on a more worthy 
young man than my son. He is endowed with 
more real worth than thousands of others whom 
I have known ; and I have been told of in-, 
stances of his benevolence, which he has indus- 
trionady concealed. I have* only to add further, 
that the only worldly consideration now upon 
my mind is to see him happily married^ and 
then my whole attention shdl be fixed on that 
•'place, where I hope to enjoy eternal felicity. 1 
am, ' . 

Dear miss, your sincere well-wisher. 

LETTER XXVn. 
J%e Lady^s Answer 

MADAM, , 

I will excuse the fondness of a tender mothet 
for her only child. Before I receiyed your's^ T 
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httd heard an account of your unaffected piety^ 
and the many accomplishments of your son; 
so that I was no Way surprised at what you say 
concerning him. I do assure you, madam^ that 

^ T would prefer an alliance with you before even 
nobility itself, and I think it must be my own 
fault if I ever' repent* calling you mother. I 
was going to say, that you had known but few 
pleasures in this life, to be . deprived of your 
husband so soon, and the rest of your life spent 
nnder so many infirmities. But your letter con- 
irinces me that you have felt more real pleasure 
m the practice of virtue and resignation to the 
Divine will^ than ever can be had in any, nay, 
even the greatest temporal enjoyments. I have 
sent inclosed a few lines to your son, to which 

> I refer you for a more explicit answer, and am^ 
nadami 

^ Your sincere well-wisher. 

LETTER XXVill. 

rA« young Ltidy^s Answer to her Lover. 

sin, 

I received your's, together with one inclosed 

from your mother,, and congratulate you on the 

happiness you have had in being brought up 

under so pious and indulgent a parent. I hope 

that her conduct will be a patten for you to 

; copy after in the whole of your future life. It 

is virtue alone, sir, which can make you happy. 

With respect to myself, I freely acknowledge 

\j that I have not at present any reason to reject 

] your offer, although I cannot give you a posjr 
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tire answer until I have first consuked with m^ 
guardian. Monday next I set out for his seat «t 
Bloomingdale, from whence you may be sure oi 
hearing worn me as soon as posaiblei and att| 

Your sincere weli-wisher. ^ ^ 

LETTER XXIX. 

From the same* 
sni, 

In my last I told you that you should hear 
from me as soon as possible^ and therefore I 
now sit down to fulfil my promise. I communi- 
cated your proposal to Mr. Melville, who^ after 
he had written to his correspqndent in New* 
York, told me as follows : 

Miss, I have inquired concerning the young 
gentlemen, and the information I have received 
is such that I not only approve of ^our choice^ < 
but must also confess, that if I did not do every 
thing in my power to forward the union, I should 
be acting contrary to the request of your father^ 
when he lay on his death bed. You may, said 
he, communicate this to your loyer as soon as 
you please, and may every happiness attend 
you, both in time and eternity. 

And now, sir, have I not told you enough ? 
Some might think too much ; but I am deter* 
mined to begin with as much sincerity as I coidd 
wish to practise if standing in the presence of 
my Maker. To expect the same from you- is 
reasonable ; I look for it, and shall be very 
unhappy if disappointed. But I will hope forM 
the best, and doubt not but the religious educa* 
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tion bestowed on you by your worthy mother, 
J iBrill operate on the whole of your future con- 
- duct in life. You may, therefore, lay aside the 

• tedious formality of courtship, and write to me 
I. . as one with whom you mean to spend yoiir time 

in this world. 

Ever since my arrival here, my time has been 

. spent in visiting^ solas, the woods, the fields^ 
and the cottages, meditating on the u&bounded 
goodness of the Almighty Creator. How infi- 
• nite is his wisdom ? How unbounded his libe- 
rality ? Every thing in nat^e conspires to ex- 

. alt his praise, and acknowledge with gratitude 
their dependence on him. But I will not tire 
jou with such dull descriptions of real beauties. 
Present my sincere respects to your worthy 

• naother. I hope she gets the better of her dis- 
order, and be assured Siat I am your's and her's. 

^ . With the greatest affection* 

LETTER XXX.' 

The young Gentleman^ $ Answer » 

MY DEAR ANOEL, 

Is there any medium between pleasure and 
pain ? Can mourning and mirth be reconciled ? 
Will my dear^ charmer believe, that whilst I 
was reading her letter, with the greatest plea- 
sure, I was shedding 4ears for an affectionate 
parent ! ThusDivine Providence thinks proper 
to mix some gall with out portion in life. It is 
•: Impossible for nxQ to describe the irarl^y of 
/ -ipsfssions xuow struggliiig in my breast.- Ten 

C2 
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tiioasand blessings to my chamMur on the one 
hand, and as many tears to a beloved parent on 
ike other, I conceived a notion of two iiapoo- 
sibilities ; one of which I am obliged to str^g* 
gle with; the other, thanks to you is over. 
I thought I could not live without my dear and 
honoured mother, nor enjoy one moment's com- 
fort unless I could call you mine ; but I am 
now obliged to submit to the one, whilst I have 
the pleasing prospect of being in the possession 
of the other. Will my dear sympathizie with 
me, or will she bear with human passions ? 
And although all my hope of temporal happi- 
ness is centered in you, yet I doubt not but you 
will excuse my shedding a tear over the remains 
of a dear parent ; which I am ' now going to 
commit to the tomb. - My dear creature, were 
it possible for me to describe the many virtues 
of that worthy woman who is now no more, you 
would draw a veil over the partiality of filial 
duty. Her lalt words were these : ^ My dear 
child, I am now going to pay that debt imposed 
on the whole human race, in consequence of 
x>ur first parent's disobedience. You know what 
instructions I have g^ven you from time to 
time ; and let me beg of you to hear to them so 
far as they are consistent with the will of God, 
reavealed in his word. May you be happy in 
the possession of that young lady on whom yott 
have placed your afiections ; but may both you 
and she remember, that retd happiness is not to 
be found in this wwld ; and you must consider, 
your life in this world as merely a state of pro* !) 
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bation. To the Almighty Qod I recommeaid 
you.'' • 

' She was f^oing on, when the thread 6f life 
-wta broken, and she. ceased to be any more.-^ 
i^Sach was the last end of my dear mother^ 
whose remains are- to be interred this evening^, 
and as soon as I can settle every thing with her 
executors, I will (as it were) fly to ^meet you* 
God grant that our happiness in this life may 
be conductive towards promoting our everlasting 
felicity hereafter. I am, as before, 

Your's, while life remainf. 

LETTER XXXL 
FVom the Ladyy after marriage^ to her Coutim 

unmarried, 

»BAR COUSIN, 

; I have now changed my name, and instead 
of liberty, must subscribe wife. What an awk- 
wark expression, say some ! How pleasing, 
say others ! But let that be as it may. I have 
been married to my dear Charles these three 
months, and I can freely itcknowledge, that I 
never knew happiness till -now. To have a 
real friend to whom I can communicate my se- 
crets, and who, on all occasions, is ready to 
sympathize with me, is what I never before ex* 

ferienced. All these benefits, my dear cousiu, 
have met with in my beloved husband. His 
principal care seems to be to do every thing 
,. possible to please me ; and is there not some* 
/thing called duty incumbent on me? Perhapa 
you wfll laugh ';at the word du^, and say that h 



imports something like slavery; but noliik^ Is 
more false ; for even tbe life of a servant is as 
pleasant as any other, when he obeys from 
motives of love, instead of fear. For my own 
part, my dear, I cannot say that I am unwilling, 
to be obedient, and yet 1 am not coooiraanded 
to be so by my husband. You have often 
spoken contemptuously of the marriage-state, 
and I believe your reasons were, that most of 
those whom you knew were unhappy ; but that 
;is an erroneous way of judging. It w^ub de- 
signed by the Almighty, that men and women 
should live, together in .a state of society, that 
they should become mutual helps to each other ; 
and if they are blessed with children, to ^assist 
each other in giving them a virtuous education. 
Let me therefore beg that my dear cousin will 
no longer despise that state for which s^ia was 
designed, and which is calculated to make her ^ 
happy. But then, my dear, there are two 
sorts of men you must studiously avoid^— I 
mean Misers and Rakes, The 'first will take 
every opportunity of abridging your ezpensest, 
and the second will leave you nothing for a 
. subsistence. The iBirst, by his penuriousness, 
ih ^^^® y^^ ^^ suffer from imaginary wants ^ 
the second^ by his prodigality, will make you 
^ feal beggar. . ?ut your own good sense will 
tio*^* out l5ie propriety of what I hasve men- 
spe^* Let me beg that you will come and 
any^ ^ few weeks with us ; and if you have 
b^5^ J^^^ for rural and domestic life, I doubt not 
^^^ wiU be pleaded. ^ 

I am, your affectionate cousia. 
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LETTER XXXn- 

JRrom a Young GentlemaUy in Eapeetaihn of an 
Estate from his penurious Uticle, to a Young 
^ JLady of smaH Fortune, desiring her io «2qnr 
with him to Neuf^England. 

MT DBAR MARIA, 

My uncle's laying his injunctions upon me 
Bot to see you more, has only served to add 
fuel to my passion. I cannot live without you, 
and if you persist in refusing to comply, I am 
miserable for ever. I pay no regard to his 
threatening, when put in competition with the 
love I have for you. lOon't be afraid of pover- 
ty ; if he should continue inexorable, I have 
still education sufficient to procure a gente^ 
employment in one of the public offices, where 
vl may rise to preferment. Therefore, if ever 
you loved me, let me beg that you will not 
make me any longer unhappy. Let me entreat 
you by all that's dear, that you will comply with 
my request, and meet me at six on Sunday even- 
ing at the back door of the garden,' where a 
chaise and four will be ready. I will fly on the 
wings of love to meet my charmer, and be hap- 
py in her embraces for ever. 

I am your dear lover. 

LETTER XXXm. 

The Lady^s prudent answer, 

SIR, 

^ Though thorottghly conscious in this act I 
m^e a breach of those laws said to 'be laid 
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down for lovers, especially such of our sex as 
would rather be celebrated for a romantic turn 
of mind, than for what is more preferable, a 
prudent decorum, yet I cannot but be persuad- 
.ed, there may occur such a crisis, as may make 
it consistent with the strictest rules of honour 
and justice ; which at least ought to be put in the 
balance, if not outweigh whatever custom may 
have prescribed. That such a crisis now exists, 
your letter, and former concurring testimonies, 
make manifest. For I have too high an opinion 
of your integrity to doubt their truth ; and be- 
lieve me when I assure you most solemnly, I 
place their validity to that account, and not to 
a mistaken notion or consciousness of own 
merit. No, sir, 'tis from a too sensible convio 
tion of your own injurious error of your pas- 
* sion, I have been induced to commit this, vio- 
lence 'to my sex. I had almost made my sen-^^ 
timents conjure you to desist, ere it be too late, 
in the pursuit of a passion, that cannot but bring 
with it a train of inevitable miseries, since it 
must be attended with the violation of your duty 
to that relation to whom yon are bound to pay 
80 implicit obedience, by the laws of nature, 
gratitude, and heaven. I will not ofibnd your 
delicacy, • in urging those of interest and inde- 
pendency, though each consideration ought to 
have its prevalence, against making a sacrifice 
of it to an impetuous passion for one whose 
single desert is, that she dreads your indigence 
more than she regrets that of the 

Unfortunate k^\ 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

From a rich young Gentleman to a heautifid 
young Lady mth no fortune. 

MISS SOPHIA, 

It is a genera] reflection against the manners 
of the present age, that marriage is only con- 
sidered as one of those methods by which ava- 
rice may be satisfied, and poverty averted 5 that 
neither the character nor accomplishments of the 
woman are regarded, her merit being estimated 
by the thousands of her fortune. I acknow- 
ledge that the accusation is too true, and to that 
may be ascribed the many unhappy matches 
we daily meet with ; for how is it possible that 
those should ever have the same affection for 
each other, who were forced to comply with 
terms to which they had the utmost aversion, as 
if they had been allowed to consult their own 
incHnation, and give their hands where they 
have engaged their hearts ? For my own party 
I have been always determined to consult my 
inclination where there is the least appearance 
of happiness; and having an easy indepen* 
• dency, am not anxious about increasing it ; being 
well convinced, that in all states, the middle 
one is best, I mean neither poverty nor riches ; 
which leads me to the discovery of a passion 
which I have long endeavoured to conceaL 

The opportunities which I have had of con- 

versing with you at Mrs. B's have at last coil- 

yinced me, that merit and riches are far from 

^eing connected, and that a woman may have 

those qualifications necessaiy to adoro iMsr st% 
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although adverse fortune has denied her money. 
I am sure that all those virtues necessary to 
make me happy in the marriage state, are cen- 
tred in you, and whatever objection you may 
have to my person, yet I hope there can be 
Aooe to my character; and if you will consent - 
to be mine, it shall be my constant study to- 
make your life agreeable, and, under the en« 
dearing character of a husband, endeavour to 
supply your early loss of the best of parents. 
I sludl expect your answer as soon as possible, 
for I wait for it with the utmost impatience. 

I am your afiectiobate lover. 

LETTER XXXV. 

The Young Lady^a Answer. 

I received your letter yesterday, and grati- 
tude for. the generous proposal which you have ^ 
made, obliges me to thank you heartily for the 
contents. 

' As I have no objection either to your person 
or character, you will give me leave to deal sin- 
cerely, and state those things which at present 
bear great weight with me, and perhaps must 
ever remain unanswered, and hinder me from 
caiteri^g into that state against which I have not 
the least aversion. 

You well know (at least I imagine so) that 
the proposal you have made me is. a secret both 
to your relations and friends; and would you 
desire me to rush precipitately into the marriage ^ 
sittte, where I have the greatest reason to fear ^^ 



I Aat I should be looked upon with contempt, bjr 
those whom uature had connected me with ? I 
should- consider myself obliged to promote the 
happiness of my husband ; and how consistent 
would a step of that nature be with such a 

^^ resolution ? You know that I was left an orphan^ 
and had it not been for the pious care of Mrs* 
B. ^must have been brought up in a state of ser- 
vitude. You know that I have no fortune ; and 
were I to accept of your ofier, it would lay me 

t. under such obligations as must destroy my 
liberty. Gratitude and love are two very dif- 
ferent things. The one supposes a benefit re- 
ceived, whereas the other is a free act of the 
will. Suppose me raised to the joint possession 
of your fortune, could I call it mine unless I had 
brought you something as an equivalent: or, 
have I not reason to fetlr that you yourself may 

L consider me as under obligations inconsistent 
with -the character of a wife? I acknowledge 
the great ge^nerosity of your offer, and I would 
consider myself highly honoured, could I prevail 
with myself to prefer to peace of mind the eft- 
joyiiient of an affluent fortune. But, as I have 
been very sincere in my answer, 90 let mo. ieg 
that you will endeavour to eradicate a pa^tun, 
which if nourished longer, may prove fata& to us 
both. 

I am, sir, * 

With the greatest respect. 

Your sinqere well-wisher* 



1 
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LETTER XXXVl. 

The Gentleman^s Reply. 

MY DEAR SOPHIAy 

Was it not cruel to start so many objections ? 
Or could you suppose me capable of s6 base an 
action as to destroy your freedom and peace of 
mind ? Or, do you think that I am capable of 
ever forgetting you, or being happy in the en- 
joyment of another ? For God's sake do not 
mention gratitude any more. Your many vir- 
tues entitle you to much more than I am able to 
give ; but all that I have shall be your's. With 
respect to my relations, I have none to considt 
besides my mother and my uncle, and their con- 
sent, and even approbation, are already obtain- 
ed. You have often heard my mother declare, 
that she preferred my happiness with a woman 
of virtue, to the possession of the greatest for-s 
tune ; and, though I forgot to mention it, yet I 
had communicated my sentiments to h«r, before 
I had opened my mind to you. Let me beg 
that you will lay aside all those unnecessary 
scruples which only serve to make one unhappy, 
who is already struggling under all the anxieties 
of real and genuine love. It is in your power, 
my dear, to make me happy, and none else can. 
I cannot enjoy one ^moment's rest till I have 
your answer ; and then the happy day shall be 
fixed. Let me beg that you will not start any 
more objections, unless you are my real enemy ; 
but your tender nature cannot suffer you to be 
crueL Be mine, my. dear, and I am your's foty 
•▼or* My sorvant shall wait for an answer to 
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jH^ur ever sincere lover, whose sole happiness it 
centred in you. I am, &c. 

LETTER XXXVn. 

> The JLady's Answer, 

SIR, 

I find that when one of your sex forms a 

resolution you are determined to go througb| 
whatever be the event. Your answer to my* 
first objection I must confess is satisfactory. I 
wish I could say so of the others;; but I find 
that if I must comply, I shall be obliged to trust 
the remainder to yourself. Perhaps, this is al-* 
ways the case, and even the most cautious have 
been deceived. However, sir, I have communi- 
cated the contents of your letter to Mrs. B. aa 
you know she has been to me as a parent. She 
has not any objection, and I am at last resolved 

' ^o comply. I must give myself up to you a poor 
friendless orphan, and shall endeavour to act con* ' 
sistent with the rules laid down and enforce^ 
by our holy religion : and if you should so far 
deviate from the paths of virtue as to upLrKkf 
me with poverty, I have no friend to complain 
to but that God who is the father of the father-' 

, less* But I have a better opinion of you than 
to entertain any such fears. I have left the 
time to your own appointment, and let me beg 
that you will continue in the practice of tha^ 
virtuous education which *you have received* 
Virtue is its own reward, and I cannot be 

^ unhappy with the man who prefers the duties 

T ^f religion to gayety and dissipation. 

I am your's sincerely* 
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LETTER XXXVra. 
JPr&m a Lady ip a Gentleman^ eomplamimg ff 

Indifference. 

However li^ht ;|rou make of projnisetf^ j«t 
I am foolish /enough to consider Uiea a» som»» 
thing more than trifles ; and am likewise^ in- 
dticed to believe^ that the man who Tohmtariiy 
breaks a promise, will not pay much regard to 
mi oath : ^nd if so, in what light must I consi- 
der your y^onduct ? Did I not give you my pro- 
mise toylbe your's/ and had you no other reason 
for soliciting than merely to gratify your Tani 
ty ? A brutal gratifieatiouy indeed, to triumph 
overy4he weakness of a woman whose greateft 
&uljc was, that she loved you. I say, loved ^ 
ym ; for it was in consequence of that passion 
I/nrst consented to become your's. Has your 
conduct, sir, been consistent with my submissioa, 
or with your solemn protestations? Is it con* 
f btent witli the character of a gentleman, first 
to* obtaiif a woman's consent, and afterwards 
brag that he had discarded her, and found one 
more agreeable to his wishes ? Do not equivo- 
cate, I have two convincing proofs m your in- 
wncerity; I saw you yesterday walking with 
Miss Benson, and am informed you have pro- 
posed marriage to her. Whatever you may 
tiiink, sir, I have a spirit of disdun, and even 
tesentmenti equal to your ingrathu^i and cai^' 
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treat the wretch with a proper indifference^ who 
can make so slight a matter of the most solemn 
promises. Miss Benson may be your wife, but 
she will receive into her arms a perjured hus- 
band ; nor can ever the superstructure be last- 
ing, which is built on 'such a foundation. I 
leave you to the stings of yonr own conscience. 

I am the injured. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

The Gentleman^s Answer^ 

MT DEAR ANGEL, 

For by that name I must still call you; has 
cruelty entered into your tender nature, or has 
some designing wretch imposed on your credu- 
lity ? My dear, I am not what you have repre- 
sented ; I am neither false nor perjured ; I never 
proposed marriage to Miss Benson, I never de- 
signed it ; and my sole reason for walking with 
her was, that I had been on a visit to her bro- 
ther's, who you know is my attorney. And 
was it any fault in me to take a walk into the 
fields along with him and his sister? Surely 
prejudice itself cannot say so; but I am afrai4 
you have been imposed on by some designing 
person, who had private views and private en& 
to answer by such baseness. But whatever 
may have been the cause, I am entirely tnno- 
cent; and to convince you of my sincerilTy 
beg that the day of marriage may be next week*. 
My afifeetlons never so ihuch as wandered from 
the dear object of my love: in you are centrecl 

D 2 
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ill my hopes of feHci^ t ^tb you only oai| .k 
be Kappy. Keep me not in misery one momeiit 
longer^ by entertaining groundless jealousies 
■gainst one who loves you in a manner soperior 
to the whole of your sex ; and I can set at de- 
lance even maHce itself. Let me beg your 
answer by my servant, which will either make 
me happy or miserable. I have sent a small 
parcel by the bearer, which I hope you will 
accept as a convincing proof of my integrity ; 

Ancl am your's for ever. 

LETTER XL. 

From a young Officer in the Armpf to a OenHo^ 
man^s Daughter^ with whom he is in love, 

' DEAa SOFHIAy 

When our regiment received orders to marcli 
from West-Pointy I was almost in a state of dis* 
traction. To be forced to leave her^ who is 
already in possession of my heart, and aeparated 
to such a distance, had almost induced me to 
give up my commission; nor have I any re- 
source left but that of the pen. After a long 
add tedious march we arrived here, where we 
are to remain till next summer. But, alas ! how 
insignificant are all the allurements of the place, 
and the gayety of my fellow^fficers, when com<» 
pared to Ae pleasiing moments spent in your 
company. How long, my dear, must I be iui» 
happy! Will not your sympathising nature 4)ity 
m^ dislraete4 mind I .How lamentable ^e 
fboughti that isiulsi I mm inritiBf this» soMt neve 






eoinrrtHtP^ jam luniAos. 41 

fortnitaite lover may be making his eddr en e i to 
my charmer^ and even obtaining a place in lief 
be^rt! But wbat am I saybg? Whither doM 
my delirium drive me ? No^ my adgel, I know 

. the generosity of yoor nature; I dare not sus* 
pect your sincerity, and will still believe yon 
mine. The principal gentlemen in New-T<Mrk 
invited the officers of our regiment to a ball| 
and all but myself considered the entertainment 
as a very great honour, each danced with his 
partner, as I was told. In order to avoid the 
company without giving offence, I mounted guard 
for diat day, and enjoyed myself, either thinking 
of you, or conversing with the soldiers. 

According to my promise, I have sent in* 
closed to your father, and I doubt not of his be- 
ing surprised, unless you have mentioned it to 
liiin. I am impatient for his answer as well as 

^your's. Adieu, my charmer, let me hear from 
you immediately. 

I am yonr's lor evert 

LETTER XLL 

The Officer^ LeUer to the Lady^e Father. 

HONouasn sn. 
Tour generosity to me while our iBgiment 
lay at West-Point, will ever lay me nnder 
the highest obligations; but at present I have 
something of a more important nature to com* 
mnnicate, upon which all my happiness or ^aJMey 
In this world depends, and your answer im 
<«idmr eeomre the one, «r liailiBn Ae qiiheiw 
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The many amiable accomplishments of yoai 
beloved Sophia, stole insensibly on my hearty 
and I found myself passionately in love, before 
I was able to make a declaration of my senti<^ 
ments, nor did I do it until the day we were ^ 
ordered to march. I hope you will forgive my 
not mentioning it to you ; I was really so much 
agitated, as to be scarce able to attend my duty. 
I doubt not but one of your sensibility knows 
what it is to bo in love. Your daughter, I freely 
acknowledge, is adorned witn so many virtues, 
that she is entitled to the best husband in Ameri- 
X ca ; and although I dare not hope to merit that 
appellation, yet I will make it my constant study 
to promote her happiness. 

I have often told you that my parents died 
whilst I was young, and left me to the care of 
an uncle lately returned from the East Indies, 
where he had acquired a considerable fortune. > 
My inclinations led me to the army, and my 
uncle had procured me a ^ commission. Ever 
since he has treated me as his own son, and being t 
a bachelor, has made a will in my favour. He 
is now a senator in Congress for — — — , and 
has given me leave to cho6se a wife for myself, 
without any other qualification than virtue. I 
have written to him concerning your daughter^ 
and his answer is, that he shall consider me as * 
extremely happy in being connected with so 
worthy a family as. your's. I hope you will 
not have any objection against my being in the 
army. It was originally my own choice, and I 
doubt not of rising in time to the command of a^ 
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M^meBt. There is a; sort of reverential- iear|i 
upon my mind^ whilst I am writing to so wer- 
tfiy a person as the lathef- of my beloved So- 
phia* Uear sir^ excilse my youth, and tlie vio* 
» leiice of iny passion* Let ine beg your answer^ 
mod O t let it contain your approhiation* 
I BMy hmioured sir, 

Your's with the greatest respect. 



LETTER XLH. 

The young Lady^s Letter to her Lover. 

BIAR BILLT, 

Not more welcome is the appearance of ao 
inn to a weary traveller, than your iLind letter 
was to me. But how is it possible that you 
should harbour the least suspicion of my fidelity ? 

"^Does my* Billy imagine that I would suffer the 
address of any fop or coxcomb after I was bound 
in the most solemn manner, I mean by promise ? 
and be assured, I pay the same regard to my 
word as my oath. If there is ever an obstnic* 
tion to our love, it must arise from yourself. 
My affections are too permanently fixed ever to 
be removed from the beloved object: and my 
happiness er misery will be in proportion to your 
conduct. The iiiclosed from my father, will, I 
hope, be agreeable ; I have not seen it, and, 
therefore ean only judge of its contents by the 
conversation last night at supper. When your 
letter was delivered, my honoured father was ex* 

^tremely iVL of a cold, so that I did not deliver 
U to him till next meraing, ftt Inreakfiut: he 



46 LBTTfeAS ON LOVSy 

retired to his closet to read it, and at dinner 
told me he would deliver me an answer in the 
evening. Accordingly, after supper, and the 
servants heing retired, the best of parents spake 
as follows : * My dear child, from the prin- ^ 
ciples of that education which you have receiv- 
ed, I doubt not but you must be convinced that 
it is my duty to promote your interest as far as I 
am. able, and how far my- conduct as a father 
has been consistent with that rule, I appeal to 
yourself. Your own conscience will witness, 
whether I have not at all times studied to promote 
your interest, and it is with pleasure that I now 
say, that your filial duty was equal to my high- 
est wishes. — With respect to the subject of the 
letter you gave me this morning, 1 can only 
say, that I have no objection to~ your complying 
with the young gentleman's request, as I think 
it may be for your mutual happiness. Indeed, « 
I had some suspicion of it before he left this 
place ; but, being well convinced of his merit, I 
was almost assured no step of that nature would < 
be taken without tny consent. That consent 
yoii now have, and even my approbation. May 
you both be as happy as I wish. I desire no 
more.' Here the good man stopped, tears hin- 
dered him from proceeding, and me from ma« 
king a reply. A scene of tenderness ensued, 
which you may feel, although I cannot describe 
it. His own letter will convince you, and you 
may make what use of it you please. I cannot 
conclude without mentioning your conduct at 
the New- York ball. Was there none among sa > 
Qiany beauties able to attract my Billy's notice | 
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and will he at all times prefer my company to 
that of the gay and the beautiful ? I will hope 
SO; and happy shall I be if not disappointed. 
In hopes of hearing from you soon, I shall sub* 
iscribe myself 

Your's for ever, 

LETTER XLHI. * 

The Father's Answer to the young Gentleman. 

MT DEAR YpUNG FRIEND^ 

-Ever since I first had the pleasure of your 
conversation, I considered you as a young gen- 
tleman of real merit, who would not be guilty 
of an ungenerous action ; and to that was owing 
not only the respect I always treated you with, 
but also the common indulgence to converse free- 
4 ly with my daughter. 1 can freely excuse your 
not communicating your sentiments to me before 
you left this place. Your ardour was somewhat- 
precipitate, and, as you well observe, I know 
what it is to be in love. The?\ account of your 
uncle and family! know to be true, for I met with 
thM worthy person who is your benefactor, a few 
days ago at the stage office in this city, and he 
confirms the truth of all you have written. My 
dear sir, if ever you live to be a father, you 
will know what I feel on the present occasion : a 
willingness to give her to you from a firm persua- 
sion of your merit ; and anxiety for her preser- 
vation, from a conviction in my own mind, that 
< there is nothing permanent in this world. How« 
.^ver sir, you have my free consest to narry my 
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chSti, and may the Divine Providence be yoar 
guide io the whole of year progress through dns 
life ! My ill sute of health serves as a monitor 
to inform yoo^ that my time in this jrorld will be, 
but short ; and there is nothing would give viA 
greater pleasure than to see my dear Sophia bap- ^ 
pily settled; before I retire to the land of forget- 
fulnessy where the wicked cease from trsublingf 
and where the weary are at rest. How great, 
sir, is the charge which I commit to your care ! 
the image of a beloved wife, long since dead, 
and. the hope of my declining years ! Her edu- 
cation has been consistent with her rank in life, 
and her conduct truly virtuous. I have not the * 
least doubt of her conjugal dutv, and your feli- 
city in acting conformably to the character'of a 
husband. Upon that supposition, I leave her en- > 
tirely to you; and as soon as you can obtain 
leave from the Coloneli I shall expect to seeyotij 
at this place, to receive from my hands aQ thst 
is dear to me in the world. Your uncle has like- 
wise promised to be here, so that all tbinga are 
accoiding to your professed wbhes. 

I am, air, year's sincerdtyc 

LETTER XLIV. 

/Vmi a young Officer ^ ordered to his Repmeni 
in Minorca, to a young Lady whom he hoi 
courtedm 

mr DSAB, 
I am scarce able to hold the pen. An otdar 
has just now arrived from the WarK>iBcef b> 
'"*-' I am ob)ig^.to aet aail t^-oorrow: &r 
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IHfinorca, without having the happiness^ of teeing 
iny angd. What unhappiness to us, and devas* 
tation among the human racje has the ambition 
of princes, and the perfidiousness of ministers 
occasioned f Husbands obliged to leave their 
^ beloved wives, and their dear little children ; 
every relation- is broken, and we may well saj 
with Addison, 

*' What havock has ambition made!" 

Bvit what is this to my present purpose ? Like 
^ all others in a state of distraction, I am obliged 
to write nonsense, if any thing can be so called^ 
where the name of my charmer is found. Did 
you know? my dear, what a struggle I have be- 
tween love and duty, you would consider me as 
an object of compassion. I am bound, by the 
most solemn oath to be your's ; and at the same 
time duty obliges me to draw my sword in de» 
^ fence of the just rights of my lawful prince and 
injured country ; .and whatever dangers may 
wait for me, I would meet them with the greatest 
cheerfulness, were I sure of possessing one place 
in your heart. But why do I say one, I must 
have all or none ; I cannot bear the most distant 
thought that you would place your affections on 
another. No, my dear, were that to happen, I 
would act the part of General CampbeH at the 
fatal battle of Fontenoy, by rushing on the sword 
of the enemy to put an end to a weary existence. . 
I should cheerfully lay down my life, which 
could be of small value, were I to be separate 
for ever from you.. But why do I doubt? I 
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know my charmer is as virtuous as she is beaii- 
tiful^ and that nothing but my own conduct can 
ever make her discard me ; but is not absence 
death to those who love ? . However, I have the 
pleasing reflection yet left, that whilst I am in a 
distant part of the world attending my duty, I ^ 
shall be remembered by her, whose prayers for 
my preservation will be acceptable to that God 
who loves virtue, who is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity. 

Nothing in this 'world can ever be so dear to 
me as you arc« Believe all I say, and I am - 
happy. If I do any thing that may appear wrong, 
inform me of it, and it shall be my first care to 
confess my fault and amend. ' I desire your ad- 
vice in every thing ; but, alas ! separation will 
render it difficult, though not impossible. Not 
having, had time to settle with our aseut, I have 
left an order with my mother for that purpose. ^ 
Let mc beg that you will honour her with a visit^^ 
she will esteem it as a respect shown to me. — 
I have often told you what an excellent woman 
she is, and I am fully persuaded you will find 
her so ; yea, more so than I ever mentioned. — 
We are to stop at Gibraltar, where I hope to 
have a letter from you. If it comes too late, the 
governor will forward it to Minorca. Once 
more, my dear, farewell ; continue to be mine, 
and all the vicissitudes and dangers of war 
will appear as trifles ; and when peace shall 
again bless the nations, I will fly on the wings of 
love to the arms of my dearest angel, and spend 
with her the remainder of my days. | 

I am your sincere lover. '^ 
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LETTER XLV. 

The Lady^t Answer. 

Y DBAR CHABLfiSy 

If your hand could scarcely hold the pen, I 
am afraid this will appear unintelligible^ being. 
-wet with tears from beginning to end. . When 
your letter arrived, we were drinking tea, and 
my father readings the newspaper, wherein it 
was said that all the officers in the army were 
ordered to join their regiments. I was a good 
deal alarmed, but some hopes remained, till the 
fatal" letter convinced me that my suspicions 
were but too well founded. Alas ! how vain 
are human expectations ? In the morning we 
dream of happiness, and before evening, are 
really miserable. I was promising to myself 
vUiat one month would have joined our hands, 
and now yre are separated perhaps for years, if 
not for ever. For how do I know but the next 
post may bring me an account of your being 
killed in battle, and then farewell every thing 
in this world. My pleasing prospects will then 
vanish, and, although unmarried, will remain 
a widow till death. And is it possible you can 
doubt one moment of my sincerity, or do you 
think, that those affections can ever be placed 
on another which were first fixed on you, from 
a convincing proof of your accomplishments and 
merit ? No, my dear, my fidelity to you shali 
remain as unspotted as this paper, before it was 
^blotted with ink, and bedewed with tears. 1 
know not bow others lore, but my engagements 



**>. 



.^ .«..>• al'* 



^2 » LETTERS ON LOVB, 

are for eternity. You desire me to put you ia 
mind of your duty. I know not of any faults, ' 
nor am I disposed to look for them. I doubt ' 
sot, but the religious education you hkve re- ; 
ceived in your youth, will enable you to resist J 
the strongest temptations ; and, like that ever- . 
lasting honour to the Army, Colonel Gardner, 
although not afraid to fight, yet you will be > 
afraid to sin. However terrifying it may be to 
meet death in the field, yet it is far more awful 
to appear before a just God, we have offended 
by our iniquities. I have been reading JRusseTs 
History of Englandf and that elegant author 
says, that at the battle of Hastings, which <yverw 
threw the Saxon monarchy, the Normans, al- 
though under arms all night^^ were yet fervent 
in their devotions, whilst the English, who 
thought themselves secure of victory, were 
spending their time in riot and drunkenness, j 
But, alas ! the next day. exhibited s^ different ' 
scene. The Normans became conquerors, after 
killing many thousands of the enemy^ and such 
are commonly the fatal effects of debauchery. 
There is not one body of people in the world 
accused of irreligion more than the military, 
and from the very nature of their employment, 
none are more obliged to practise every chris- 
tian duty. They see thousands of their fellow- 
creatures hurried into eternity, nor do they 
know but the next may be themselves. My 
dear Charles, never be ashamed of religion. — 
A consciousness of your integrity will inspire- 
you with real courage in the day of battle : andj 
if you should at last die in defence of the just 
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figbti of your country^ the divine favour will b« 
your coinfort through eternity. In the mean 
time my prayers shall constantly be for your 
safety and preservation^ and my earnest hopes 
> fixed on. your happy return. 

I have obtained leave of my parents to reside 
with your mother during the summer^ which will 
at least be some consolation, to me in your ab- 
sence. Let me hear from you as often as possi- 
ble, but never doubt of my fidelity. Consider 
me as already your's, and I am happy. Fare- 
well) my dear, and may the wisdom of Grod di- 
rect you, and hb providence be your guard, is 
the'sincere prayer of her who prefers you before 
all the world. 

E2 
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LETTER XLVL 
to a Clergyman m tue jMcig*^^ 

tf over thev were necessary to one "^^^-^^J^ 
circumstances, they must be to ^y^?}^' .f'^^l 
seven last night my wife died '^ ^"^^f^^fj^^l ^ 
I am left the disconsolate parent of ?ve young 
children. Had, you seen the -excruciating tor- ^ 
tures under which she expired, it would have re- | 
minded you of the emphasis of .that curse pro- , 
nounced upon our first parents for their rebellion 
against God. When she saw the king of terrors 
approach, she was all resignation to the divine 
will, and left this lower world in the s^me man- 
ner, and with the same, cheerful alacrity, as if 
she had been goiag to visit a friend, or attend the 
service of her Maker. Overwhelmed with grief, , 
I entered h.er chamber, when she exerted the , 
fMowT'"'^^'^^ of strength, and spoW to me as ; 

MY DKAK, 
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When I. first became your's, I looked for all the' 
happiness consistent with the state of nature la 
this vale of misery ; and I must confess that my 
highest wishes have been gratified^ and your 

^ tenderness has been ever more than I could ex- 
pect. Yon may have seen faults in my con- 
ducty but I do assure you (and this is not a time 
to dissemble) they were altogether involuntary. 
My principal study was to gain the favour of 
that God before whom I am soon to appear. My 
obedience to the commands of my God has been 
attended with many imperfections, but I trust 
for pardon and acceptance in the merilS of my 
dear Redeemer. Here she fainted— looked 
wishfully at me, and shed a tear over her dear 
children who were crving by her bed. 3he at- 
tempted to speak, but in vain. At last fixing hejr 
eyes towards heaven,/ she repeated thoste beauti- 

%ful words, '^ Into tliy hands I commit my soul^ 
for thou hast redeemed me O ! thou God of my 
salvation," and then closed her eyes, never to be 
op«ned till the sound of the last trumpet. I was 
sunk in the greatest distress, looked on the dear 
departed remains of my beloved spouse, and 
endeavouring to silence, by persuasion, the cries 
of her orphan children. At last I recollected 
that I had still a friend left in you, to whom I 
might,, with a iriew of consolation, lay open the 
inmost recesses of my heart. I am afraid your 
indisposition may hinder you from visiting me, 
and if so, let me beg .that you will in the mean 
time favour me with a few lines. At present 

^- every sort of consolji«.ion will be .acceptable, 
bqt whatever i^m^ froai you wiU be doubly 90. 
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I know not what to \irrite : excuse- incoherence 
and unpropriety, from him whom you have often 
honoured with the appellation of friends ^ 

I am, &C. 

LETTER XLVn. ' 

The Clergyman^ s Answer, 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

\ sincerely commisserate your variegated ca 
lamity^^and wish there was any thing in my 
power that could alleviate your distress. YoQ 
well know that all affliction, of whatever kind it 
is, proceeds from God — ^^ I create light and 
make darkness, I make war and make peace. 
I the Lord do all these things.'' This, sir, should 
be your first consideration, and this should^ 
regulate the whole of your conduct. — ^It was this A' 
consideration that reconciled old Eli to the 
severest doom that perhaps was ever denounced. « 
Though contrary to human nature, and much 
more so to natural afiection, yet it is the Lord, 
let him do what shall seem good. — This' recon- 
ciled Job to all his unparalleled sufferings. '^ The 
Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away ;" rapacious 
hands, and warring elements, were only instru- 
ments of his power, therefore I bless add adore 
his holy name. — This consolation fortified the 
man Christ Jesus on the approach of his incoD- 
ceivable bitter agony. But it is my rattler's 
pleasure, and not the malice of mine enemies^ 
therefore not my will, but his be done. > 

If your Father, dear sir, your heavenly Pft-> 



I^ETTE&S OK PSISNOSHIP. 57 

ttier^ who loves you with an everlasting love, 
has thought proper to mix some gall with your 
portion of life;, sensible of the beneficent hand 
from which your visitation coraes^ may you bow 

« your bead in awful silence, and say with the a& 
flicted Hezekiah of old, ^* Good is the word of 
the Lord concerning me.'' 

Afflictions are often accompanied with many 
valuable benefits: as David* said, *^ It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted, for before that 
I went astray." 

Afflictions serve to wean us from the world. 
When every thing goes smoothly on, and nothing 
interrupts the present enjoyments, we are apt to 
forget the God that made us, and say with un- 
paralleled assurance, Who is the Almighty, that 
I should serve him ? 

Affliptions serve to lead as to value the bless- 

» ings of Christianity, and to hold in the lowest 
estimation our own worthiness. When sorrows 

' faarrass our circumstances, and troubles oppress 
our minds, we are glad, we are earnest to find 
rest in Christ. The severe affliction under which 
I have so long laboured, hinders me from seeing 
you, although I shall take the first opportunity 
of doing so, when it pleases God to rcstoro me 
again to. health. In the mean time I have sent 
you a «opy of Fleetwood's Life of Christ. A 
careful perusal of that valuable work will recon- 
.cile you to the various dispensations of Provi- 
dence; especially when you consider the cha- 
racter of the Redeemer, who suffered so much 

4 for us. He bor^ our griefs and carried our sor* 
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rows. He was a man of sorrow and acquainted 
with grief. 

From these considerations, my dear friend. ^ 
endeavour to reconcile yourself to this awful 
dispensation of Providence. I am sensible of ^ | 
your lossy but you know not what Grod may yet , 
have in store for you. Perhaps he has only de- 
prived you of one mercy in order to bestow 
another. I doubt not, but the Almighty has 
thousands of mercies yet in store for you, both 
ii\ time and in eternity, and that period is fast. 
app]H>ach]ng when you yourself must put off this 
earthly tabernacle, and pay that debt to nature 
which your beloved spouse^ has already done. * 
Let your >care at present be, to attend the edu- 
cation of your children. Your duty is now 
doubly increased, and all that was incumbent 
en your beloved spouse, is now transferred to 
yourself; but the blessings of the Almighty will >l 
be bestowed in proportion to your cheerful obe- 
dience. It is a great comfort that your beloved t 
spouse died in the faith and fear of the dear Re- 
deemer, and it will be the greatest honour yoa 
ever can acquire, to instruct your children ia 
those principles which made the prospect of 
death agreeable, and even welcome to their 
motlier ; so that when the great God shall ap- 
pear to judge tlie world, you may be«able to ^ 
stand before him and say, here I am, and the 
children which thou hast given me. Thus, sir, 
I have said all that I can think on the present 
melancholy occasion. But how- comfortable are 
those words of St. Paul^ ^^ Our light affliction, >. 
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which is but for a pioment, shall work out fot 
ns a far moi^ exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory I" 

The ihings that are seen are temporal, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal. There 
is nothing permanent or lasting in this world, 
and the tall oak is as easily cut down by the 
hand of Omnipotence as the plant is plucked up. 
I feel myself growing weak, and must therefore 
conclude. May that gracious God who has 
thought proper to afflict you, continu^^^ support 
you under this and every other trial, till you ar- 
rive at last in tho kingdom, 4K4iere the wicked 
cease from troubling, and where tho weary are 
at rest, is the sincere prayer of 

Your most affectionate friend. 



i , LETTER XLVm. 

JProm a young Woman to a Lady with whom she 
had formerly lived as a Companion, 

MADAM, 

The precipitate manner in which I left your 
family, may jteem inconsistent with the great 
tenderness you always treated me with. To 
remove, therefore, every imputation of ingrati- 
tude, I embrace this first opportunity of appear- 
ing in my own vindication, although, for your 
sake, I am soiry XO descend to particulars, es- 
pecially to mention names. But my reputation, 
' which is dearer to me than life itself, is at stake, 
[ ^and as a woman, I doubt not but you will bear 
with me. 
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Wheii*I drat came into your service, I was 
determined to act in such a manner as not to 
give any ofience to the meanest of your domes- ^ 
tics; wel\ knowing that good nature and afi|« 
bility always procure respect ; and I appeal to 
every person in your family, whether my coo* ^' 
duct was not consistent with my plan. In this 
manner I remained, enjoying an uninterrupted 
State of felicity for some time. I obeyed your 
commands with alacrity ; and even servitude be- 
came a pleasure. But this was too happy a 
state to last long without interruption. But I 
scarce know how to proceed. Whilst I am via- 
dicating my own conduct to my most generous 
benefactress, I am obliged to impeach that of 
her dearest and most beloved relation. 

When your sou George returned from the uni- 
versity, where he had been finishing his studies^ 
I had no thoughts that he would ever have made 
an attempt on ray virtue. But alas ! I wa^T^ 
wretchedly deceived. He had only been a few 
days at home, when he laid hold of every op- 
portunity of being in my company. At first I 
did not take any notice, as 1 had not the leitst 
suspicion of his intentions. But I was xsoon 
convinced of my error, "when he told me, that 
in consequence of my prostituting myself to his 
unlawful pleasure, he would make me a hand* 
some settlement. This, madam, was a strong ' 
temptation, but blessed be God who preserved 
me innocent. You have often told me, 'that 
young women ought to fly from every appeaiv 
aoce of sin ; and if so, how great was my ue* 
iiqr of ftvtadiBg the evilv Had I laid wtm^m 
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to entrap your son for a husband, it might have 
destroyed your own p^ace of mind; and been 
considered as a dishonour to your family. Had 
' X submitted to his unlawful desires, I should 
\ have forfeited every title to respect in the world, 
I ^ and highly offended that God who has graciously 
preserved me hitherto. He became more and 
more assiduous, till for his, for your's and for 
my sake, I was obliged to retire in as silent' a 
manner as possible. I am now in the hpuse of 
a distant relation in Milbank, who' takes in plain 
work, where I hope your ladyship will be pleas- 
ed to send my clothes. With respect to wages, 
you know I always left that to your own dis- 
cretion, and your humanity exceeded my utmost 
expectations. Therefore, I again leave that 
piatter to yourself. Let me beg, that if you 
mention thi& unhappy afiair to the young gentle- 
jpaan, it may be with your usual tenderness. I 
would willingly impute his folly to the irregu- 
laritTcs of youthful passion, rather than to any 
premeditated scheme ; and I doubt not when 
reason re-assumes her throne in his heart, he 
will be sorry that ever he attempted to ruin one 
who was scarce worthy of his notice. 
I am, Madam, 

With gratitude and l-espect. 
Your affectionate well-wisher* 



I 
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LETTER XLIX. 

The Lady^s Answer* 

, DEAR BKTTT, ^ 

Whilst I lament the conduct of my unhappy 
child, I lift up my eyes with thankfulness to that 

facious being who has preserved you from ruin, 
qu was left an orphan under my care ; and 
when I first took you into my family, it was with 
a design to promote your interest. Blessed be 
God, that the precepts which I endeavoured to 
instil into your tender mind, have so far operated 
on your conduct. Your behaviour in that unhap- 
py affair ought to be laid down as a pattern for 
all young women to copy after, if they would 
either be respected in this world, or enjoy hap- 
piness in the next. I have just been reading your 
letter to my son, and he was filled with the ut-/» 
most shame and confusion. The truth of your 
narrative forced his conscience to make a gfiniti- • 
ine confession of his guih; and unless I judge 
with the partiality of a mother, he is really a sin- 
cere penitent. I laid open to him the nature of 
his crime, and its aggravating circumstances aris- 
ing from the obligations which his elevated rank 
subjected him to, to be an example of virtue to 
those in a lower sphere of life. I told him, that < 
however trifling such actions might appear in the 
eyes of his graceless companions, yet there was 
a God who beheld his inmost thoughts, and 
would reward or punbh him, according to his 
R-.erits. He declares himself fully sensible of' 
his follyi and says he is determined nerer to 
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attempt any sach tbing for the future. The " 
bearer will deliver your clothes, together with 
a bank note of a hundred pounds. Be assured 
of my constant assistance ; and may that God 
^ who has preserved you in such imminent danger, 
be your continusd comfort in time and in eter* 
nityl • 

I. am your sincere well-wisher. . 



LETTER L. 

jprom a Lady to her Friend^ whose Lover had 

basely left her^ and married another, 

MY DSAR FRIEND, 

Our expectation of happiness is generally so 
111 placed, that it is no wondeT we meet with 
perpetual disappointments. When our choic^ 
arises from passion, we have so very blind a 
«guide as will inevitably lead us to destruction ; 
for though love appears then gentlest, yet our 
affections are so much the right of our Creator, 
that as often as we fix them immoderately upon 
any of the fading objects here below, we are 
certainly guilty of sacrilege to the Divine Good^ 
aess, which fault is commonly punished by the 
very thing we doat on. This, I doubt not, has 
been your case, and not your^s alone ; for soon 
or late, few escape that mischief, especially 
amongst our weaker sex, whose tender nature 
leaves them inost exposed to ruin ; and though 
they see others shipwrecked before th^ir eyes, 
will yet venture out to sea on the same bottom, 
insensible of danger, till they perish, and often 
fall unpitied* 



\ 
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Men have a thousand advantages over tisr, but 
in the affair of courtship they add cunning to 
all their other accomplishments, and are as 
Zealous to deceive, as if their lives would be 
made happy by the cheat. Hov/ever, they will i 
find k a sad mistake at last, if perjury is to-be 
accounted for; although your fabe traitor, like 
many others, may look on that time at a great 
distance. But I suppose he thinks himself ex- 
cused, as being more knave than fool, which 
title, indeed, is so highly due to him, that, I 
believe, none will do him such' manifest wrong- 
as to dispute it ; and I am sure, the blacker he 
appears, the greater reason you have to Tjless 
that Providence,^ which permitted liim to break, 
the contract ; for without doubt, he that proved 
♦o ill a lover to the best of mistresses, would 
have made an intolerable husband to the best of 
wives ; and ill usage woulj have cost you more 
than his infidelity. I am sensible a heart so 
generous and constant as your's, cannot easily 
efface the deep impression he has made in it ; 
that must be the work of time, with God's as- 
sistance, which, I hope, will never fail you. I 
do assure you, I am deeply touched with every 
thing that concerns you ; nor is it without great 
regret, that I submit to my unhappy circum- 
stances distaining me from being the companion 
of your melancholy hoiirs, which I should en- 
deavour with all my power, to divert. 

You say it is a daily aggravation to your 
trouble, to think you suffered yourself to be so 
easily imposed upon ; but that, as I told you be- 
fore; is our common fate; although all impostors 
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are not equally iadiutrioas to be wickeid ; and 
you ought not to condemn your own judgment, 
for want of sagacity to dbcover a cheat, as it 
would be to arraign the conduct of almost all the 
human race. 

Pardon me, dear madam, for troubling you 
so far. Indeed I might have told you at first 
what I must mention now, and what you know 
already, that he only can give us comfort whom 
we seldom regard but when we are driven to it 
by necessity. Solomon, who had tried all the 
alluring charms of love and beauty, whose 
quality and riches gave him an opportunity to 
gratify every ioclination, without any bounds 
to his wishes, could call them all '< vanity and 
vexation of spirit." It is no wonder, then, if 
every one of us discover the same truth to our 
own cost. Let us therefore resolve, as much as 
we can, to submit our wills to the will of our 
heavenly Father, who sees all our actions, and 
has so decreed, that our way to everlasting hap- 
piness should be through the wilderness of sif- 
fliction. I am. 

Dear madam. 

Your smcere friend 

F2 - 
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MISCELLJUVEOUS. 



ON CLEANLINESS AND BEHAVIOUE IN COMPANY. 



LETTER LI. 

JProm Portia to her Daughter Sophia. 

. MY DEAH SOPHIA, 

Your last letter, which I received some weeks 
ago, gave me the greatest pleasure. You are as 
much improved in your writing as I could have 
wished ; and more indeed than I could have ex- 
pected* Your expressions of duty and obedience 
are. extremely agreeable : they, at once discover 
a 'good heart and a clear head. Do not make 
yourself uneasy, my dear, because you can never 
repay the favours I have done you. I am repaid 
^iready. J enjoy as much pleasure in bestowing, 
as you can possibly do in receiving them : and if 
l,^ ^"^^ have the additional happiness to see you 
doubj"^ ^ ^^^^^^ a^^ virtuous woman, I shall be 
stranJ^r^^'^^'^^^^' ^^ receive favours from a 
iilways j.'"^®^, which we can never return, is 
^^% with^^^^^^^^^^' ^"^ sometimes dangerous 
ferent. rjf?^''ent and child, the case is very dif 
^ *^e connexion between them is so closy 
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hy nat?:jfre, that all the good offices in the world 
can hardly make it closer. I am glad to hear 
that you live so happily. It is no more than I 
had reason to expect, from the sweetness of your 

» own disposition, and the, prudence of your go- 
verness ; and I should be sorry if you considered 
her orders,, with regard to .cleanliness, as any 
diminution of your happiness, for she is certainly 
in the right. 

Cleanliness^ my dear, is a habit, I had almost 
said .a virtue, which you cannot learn too soon, 
nor retain too long, both from a regard to your- 
self and to the world around you. It will at 
once contribute to the ease and health of your 
body, and be the means of introducing you into 
polite and genteel company ; at least the oppo- 
site extreme of dirtiness will certainly deprive 
you of that advantage ; it will either make your 

"* company to be. shunned ; or, if that cannot be 
done, it ^ill always render your presence disa- 
greeable. 

But beware my dear, that you do not con- 
foxmd cleanliness wiih finery ; nor mistake the 
Ane for the other. They are as distinct in their 
nature as any two things can well be ; and, 
though not inconsistent, are frequently found to 
be separated. A woman may ba very neat and 
cles^oyvf^apinin and dmple dress ; and she may 
be ^YQiCy : dirty and tawdry, in a fine and costly 
one. '■ There is Miss Molcsworth ; she never 
wears any thing above a plain silk gown ; but 
that, and all tlie other parts of her dress, which 

*are equally simple, she puts on with such ele- 
gance and propriety, as pleases the eye of every 
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one that beholds her : whilst Lady Doriiier, on 
the contrary, though drest in the richest satin 
brocade, and loaded with a profusion of jewels 
and pearls, is, after all, so slovenly and tawdry, 
that she may rather be said to carry hew clothes 
like a porter, than to wear them like a well- 
drest lady. 

I therefore expect you will obey your gover 
ness's orders in this, and in every thing else, 
because I am confident she will never order you 
to do any thing but what is just and reasonable. 
But you say, it consumes a graai deal of time : 
I am persuaded you will always find as much as 
you ought to bestow (in order to be neat) be- 
tween the time that is usual for leaving off school 
and that of going to dinner. Besides, it will, 
eveiy day require less, for the more you prac 
tise it, the easier it will become ; and a twelve- 
month hence, I dare say, you will be able to 
dress yourself as well in half an hour, as you 
can do at present in a whole one. You may 
likewise consider it as a kind of diversion or 
relaxation from more serious business ; and di- 
versions, you know, of one sort or other, you 
must have. Your papa, your brothers and sif- 
ters join in love to you. 

, I wer am. 

Your affectionate mothor, 

PMTtA. 



ON BSHAVIOUK IN COBffPANT. C9 



^ LETTER LIL 

'From Portia to Her Daughter Sophia* / 

MV DEAR SOPHY, / 

. 1 lecfeived your's a few weeks ago, and am 
Oxd'CMiicly glad to hear that you live so happily 
wltli your aunt and cousins/ I dare say it wiU 
not bcj their fault if you do not continue to do so, 1 
aiui I hope it will nev«r be yours. I could not i 

* li(?l|» smiling at your humorous, or, rather natural 
description of London; for such as you have 

^ described it, it must certainly appear to all 

* young, people, on their first arrival. But the 
sense of novelty will soon . wear off ; you ^ill 

, behold the different objects with less surprise 
every day, till at last, when they are become 

k. perfectly, familiar, you will view them with the 
same indifference that you used to. do the trees 
and fields in the country. ^ 

This surprise, indeed, which seizes the most of 
young people on their fir^t coming to town, has 
a very fatal effect upon weak minds. It oc- 
casions such a dissipation of spirits as banishes 
all serious (thoughts and employment; and, if it 
28 not corrected in time, frequently grows into a 
C4in firmed habit of levity and idleness. But, I 
III! I Mi tills will not be your fate ; I am confident 
J I wj.ll not ; your own good sense will prevent 
il 2 or, if that shpajild fail, the admonitions of 
y/our^ aunt, the example of your cousin Lumley, 

^ ^ho is a very prudent young lady, will effect- 
ually preserve you. By these two guides, my 
dear, namely, the advice of the one, and the ex- 
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aiqple of the other, I would have jou to regulate 
your conduct entirely. If you do, you will be 
in little danger of committing any n-eat or capi- ' 
tal mistakes. "You will be guilty of few errors, 
of fewer faults, and hardly ever of any crime at^ 
all. 

What you say with regard to its heing m<»e 
difficult to conduct yourself in London at the age 
of fiftieen, than it was in the country at nine or 
! . -; ten, is extremely just. In the country the temp- 
^ tations to vice are so few, that unless a person 
be naturally of a bad disposition, she cannot go 
astray from the paths of virtue ; but in town the 
allurements to vice are so many, and so strong, * 
that, to be able to withstand them all, a young 
lady must be endued by nature with a good 
heart ' and a clear head ; she must be assbted 
and directed by the prudent advice of her elders, 
and the virtuous example of her equals ; and she;«\ 
must have the modesty and good sense to Ibtea 
to the former, and to imitate the latter. All ; 
- these advantages, however, you happily enjoy, 
and, I hope you will not fail to make a proper 
use of them. 

The opinion you entertain of your aunt is ex- 
tremely well founded. She is certainly a lady 
of great prudence and discretion, and, in every 
respect, as capable to advise and direct you, as 
I can pretend to be. In matters, indeed, rela- 
ting to the town, she is more so, as she t» much 
better acquainted with its present customs and 
fashions. But, whenever you choose to consult 
me about any thing, you may always expect t<V ' 
receive my best advice» 
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As to the rulesy my dear, which ought to bo 
observed in conversation^ . they are many and 
various. I shall endeavour to explain them to 
you in this and the following letter ; for it is a 
' , matter of great importance for every young lady 
to understand them perfectly^ and to practise 
them carefully. So much of our time is spent 
in conversation, that she who is either ignorant 
or negligent of these rules, must make a very 
awkward and ridiculous figure in company. But 
first of all, my dear, let me observe, that your * 
aunt has acted very wisely in enjoining on you 
and your cousins a profound silence^ except when 
a question is put to you. You must learn to think 

' before you presume to speak ; and the best, the 
only way for this, is to be silent, and to listen 
with attention to the conversation of those who 
are older and wiser than yourself. In the coun- 

Ury, indeed, you might chatter and prattle as 
much as you pleased, because there 3'ou was in 
the company of your equals. But now the case 
is altered. You are now admitted into the com- 
pany of your superiors ; of those, I mean, who 
are superior to you in age, sense, knowledge, 
experience, and indeed every thing but rank 
and fortune. It is therefore your duty, my dear, 
to sit mute, and to profit and improve by their 
wise reflections, and judicious remarks. And, 
when once you are considerably improved, when 
once you have stored and furnished your mind 
with a sufficient stock of knowledge for bearing 
a part in lational conversation, then, to be sure, 

^^you may speak: then your aunt will not hinder * 
you to talk in company. On the cohtraryi t 
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know she will invite you to it, and listea.ttojoa 
with pleasure. 

Buf this, my dear, is an honour to ivhi.wh yiou ^ 
could never attain, were you permitted to speoJ^ 
in company too early : for by this means, yoiii 
would be cut off from all opportunities of i im- 
provement. Perpetually prattling and tattling 
yourself, how could you possibly attend Jo or 
profit by the conversation of others ? In a word, 
were you allowed to talk in company too early ^: 
the consequence would be, that you would uev^jr 
be able to talk in it all, with any kind of sense 
or propriety. She that aflects to be a woman 
too soon, is likely to continue a child uU her * 
life. 

Lady Dan vers is a striking instance of this., 
By the foolish fondness of her parents, she wa» 
admitted into company at the age of sevpn, and 
because, forsooth, she said some very smart >| 
things, (so her parents imagined, though nobody. 
«lse could perceive it,) she was allowed to talk- 
with all the freedom and assurance of one of se« 
venteeu. But, unhappily, as she could not come 
up (smart as she was) to the rational conversa- 
tion of the company, they were obliged, in com- 
plaisance, to come down to her low prattle ; by 
which means she continues, to prattle to ihhi 
day. For how could she possibly learn to do. 
otherwise ? her parents were so complaisant jto 
her, and the company that frequented the house- 
were so complaisant to her parents,that for several 
years. Miss never heard any thing above her qwtk 
. tittle-tattle ; and, when afterwards she happened. ]> 
vi fall lata pUier compaoies^ less poiiiV) or mtber 
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luore sensible^ her mind was iSo overrun with 
ignorance and pride, that she either could not 
understand, or would not attend to the subject of 
conversation. The. persons she chose for her 
» friends and companions, you may believe, were 
such as could prattle like herself, or perhaps 
could do nothing but prattle ; so that their ex- 
ample, instead of reclaiming, served only to con- 
firm her in her old habit of trifling and imper- 
tinence. TJius in body she is a woman ; in soul, 
sbfe is a child. To the smart and witty she is an 
object of ridicule and derision ; because she does 
not seem to be sensible of her own weakness ; to 
the humane and good-natured she is an object of 
pity and compassion ; because had it not been 
for the indulgence of her parents, she might 
have proved a very accomplished woman. Such, 
ray dearj are the fatal effects of allowing young 
people to talk in company too eail/: and from- 
hence, I dare say, you will be convinced, that 
your aunt acts very wisely in denying you that 
liberty, at least for some time. 

After all, I do not mean that you should be 
kept silent too long. This might bring on a 
habit of diffidence and bashfulness, which per- 
haps you would never afterwards be able to 
correct. But when, in what company, and on 
vhat subject, you^ay begin to talk, ypixr aunt 
is the proper judge : to her orders you must 
cheerfully submit in this, and in every thing 
else. The rules necessary to be observed in 
polite conversation^ shall be explained in my 
1 G 
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next letter. At present I.liaTe no nunre lo Mp 

bat that I ever am, 

♦ Yours, &c. 

POBTU* 



LETTER LIII. 

MY DEAR SOPHY, 

Last week I received a letter from jour aunty 
in which she expresses her entire satisfaction 
with every part of your conduct. She says you 
discover so much modesty, discretion, and good 
sense, that she intends to let you take a share in 
the conversation very soon. Allow mey there»- 
fore, as I promised in my last, to mention a few 
rules, by the observance of which you cannot 
fail to render yourself an agreeable companion* 

First of all then, my dear, take care never 
to interrupt any person when she is Bpeokias^ 
This is the highest of ill-manners. If she talKH 
longer than she ought, and even deserves to be 
interrupted, yet be not you the first to do it- — 
That will come with a better grace from one of 
greater age and experience. If she is guilty of 
one fault, that is no reason why you should bo 
guilty of another. If you have a reflection to 
make upon any thing she has said, you must re- 
serve it till the end of the ?tory ; though pei^ 
haps you may imagine it would have come in 
with greater propriety in the middle of it. If 
the remark would have been very pertinent then, 
it wil^ not be impertinent now ; but if it appears, 
in be trifling here, you may be assured it woal^ 
not have been very sensible even there. By 



ON BERATIOUR IN COMPANf* 79 

Hits means, yon will at once discovm' your pro*, 
deoce and discretion, and insensibly acquire a 
habit of retaining and examining your thoughts 
before you throw them out in conrersation. 

' ~ I am^ the more anxious, ray dear, to caution 
you against this practice of interrupting people 

V in the middle of their discourse, because it is 
an error which young persons, from the natural 
heat of their temper and the vivacity of their 
spirits, are more apt to commit. Your friend is 
telling a story. In consequence of something 
she says, a good thought strikes your fancy — out 
ft comes; for you can contajn yourself ne 
longer. — ^Your friend is stopt. — The rest of the 
company smtle.-r-And yet perhaps your rei^ark 
was very smart and witty. But Was it really, 
do you think, or could it possibly be, so very 

^ smart and witty, as to apologize 'for your ill. 

^manners in interrupting your friend? Every 
sensible person will tell you that it could not. 

There is another fault, my dear, nearly a*kii| 
to the former, and which you ought to avoid 
with care and diligence; and that is, the cus- 
tom of anticipating any person who is speaking 
never allowing her to finish a single sentence, 
but supplying the last two or three words your- 

■ self. The only shadow of excuse that can be 
offered for this practice, is, that it shows you 
are attending to what is said. But, if this be 
the only proof of your giving attention, it is a 
very ill-bred one; and perhaps it would be as 

^ good manners to give no attention at all. It is, 
iM effect, saying to a person, that she cannot tell 
hsr own story; or, at least, that if you under- 
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kinds of knowledge, that which we gain by in- 
quiry is received into the mind with the greatest 
care. Having felt the want of it, and being*sen- 
sible of its value and importance, we are not 
likely ever to let it slip out of our memory. ^ 

But if, at any time, you should take the liber- 
ty of telling a story in company, as doubtless 
you may in a year or two hence, let me advise 
you to observe the following rules : beware of 
rambling from one subject to another, which is 
always a sign of a weak and confused head. 
Let your story be short, otherwise you will fall 
into the error I have condemned above. Tell it 
distinctly and accurately, mentioning all the 
material circumstances, and none but such as 
are so '; and even upon those do nx)t dwell tco 
long : if you do, you will be in danger of losing 
the thread of your story, and perhaps not be 
able to finish what you had begun. A person^ 
travelling on the high way may safely divert her- 
self with a view of all the remarkable by-paths, 
and even turn aside into them a little for the 
sake of a better prospect ; but if, charmed with 
the beauty of the landscape, x>r forgetful of her 
intended journey, she proceed too far, she may 
bewilder herself, and never be able to recover 
the main road. 

Another maxim, my dear Sophy, which yon 
ought to observe in conversation, is, never to 
contradict any one, unless it be in your own 
defence, or that of your absent friend ; andy 
even then, you may do it in such a manner aft 
to give no offence, at least to any sensible per^^ 
flon. You may observoi thut you ap{irelMiid 
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tbe lady is misinformed, or give some other 
gentle insinuation, tx^hich your own prudence 
and discretion will readily suggest. But, in 
matters of indifiference, it is better not to coo^ 

^ tradict any person at all ; because it might oc- 
casion disputes, which are very indecent in the 
company of ladies, ror those who are most^ 
apt to say exceptionable things, are least able to 
bear contradiction. The same weakness of mind 
which leads them to the former, disqualifies them 
for the the latter. They are ignorant, and there- 
fore they commit errors ; they are proud, and 
therefore they will persist in them. Above all, 
never contradict any person merely for the sake 
of contradiction. This would betray a bad heart. 
It were to take pleasure in other people's pain ; 
to mortify your companion, without any prospect 
of advantage to yourself.* 

^ Never affect to be smart and witty in your re- 
flections. This might create you a great many 
enemies; but never could procure you one sin- 
gle frienil. Nay, perhaps it might make you lose 
those whom yoij already have : for a professed 
wit, in her extravagant flights and sallies, spares 
neither friend nor fbe. The giddy and thought- 
less might admire you ; the" vicious and wicked 
would hate and abhor you ; and even the good 
and virtuous would dread and shun you ; for 
virtue itself is hardly secure from the poisonous 
darts of malignant wit. If you have a natural 
fund of wit, conceal it as much as possible ; or, 
if it must sometimes appear, let it always be 

''^.seasoned with humanity and good nature. But 
if you birre no natural turn for it^ never affect it* 
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All kinds of affectation are ridiculous i but that 
of wit is doubly so. By endeavouriDg to make ', 
others laugh^ you yourself will become the ob- . 
ject of ridicule and derision. 

In company, never speak til of any absent 
person, whether friend, stranger, or enemy. — ^ 
The first would bo base, the second unjust, aqd ' 
the last, low and mean-spirited. By speaking ill 
of your absent friends, you deserve to lose, and 
certaiuly would lose both them and those who 

, are present ; for who, injtheir senses, would cul- 
tivate a friendship with one guilty of so much 
perfidy and baseness I By speaking ill of stran- 
gers, you would make all the world your foes ; < 
for she who, without the least provocation, can 
asperse the character of those with whom she 
has little acquaintance, and no connexion, de- 
serves to be tho object of universal hatred and 
detestation. By inveighing against your absen^ 
enemies, you would discover the most contemp- 
tible meanness of spirit and littleness of mind ; 
and, if it should come to their ears, might Batter 
their pride and vanity too much by making them 
imagine, that they had ruffled your temper more 
than perhaps they had really done, or at least 
than you should give them an opportunity of 
knowing. 

I am the more concerned, my dear, to cau- 
tion you against this vice, because it is generally 

, said to prevail most in the company of ladies. 

^ I w^ish I could say the imputation were unjust ; 
I hope it is ; but to deny it fiatly would be too 
presumptuous in me, who, for several years. pa$t$ 

. bf vo been so littlo conversant is\ the polite world* 
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For you know, that of late I have hardly minded 
any thing else but the affairs of my own family ; 
1^ and, in the management of these^ I think my 
I time has been more usefully and honourably em« 
; >ployed, than it could posfsibly have^een in any 
\ other way. 

I All I can say, is, that if this abominable 

practice, (for I can call It no better) be general, 

I I have always endeavoured to be an exception 

to it myself. I never did, to the best of my 

knowledge, injure the character of any indivldv 

ual person ; nay, I have left several compauieS| 

I that I might not have my ears offended, nor my 

I mimi polluted, with the hellish sound of calum* 

[ By and detraction. You will think, my dear, 

[ that I talk in a very high strain f and so I do ; 

but I do it for this reason, that I may inspire 

[ YOU with an utter aversfion and abhorrence of this 

I infernal vice. 

j . I do not mention my own conduct, my dear, 
^ from. the principle of pride and vanity. My 
only intention is^ to propose it to you as a pat- 
tern c^ imitation. I hope yon will never think 
, it beneath you to imitate, the conduct of your 
mother; Let me not entertain a suspicion so 
unworthy of my dear child. — |-I know you 
never will ; I am convinced, on the contrary, 
you will take a pleasure and a pride in following 
my advice and example. 

Let me, therefore, advise you, my dear Sq«> 
I phy ;-^let me persuade you, never to speak an 
1 ill word of any absent person whatever, nor 
' even to keep company with those who are guilty 
i 4>f this detestable crime. If you should happen 
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to hear any expression dropt in compaay, that 
savours the least of calumny and detraction, 
seem at first to overlook it ; but if the conver- 
sation begin to run entirely in this dirty channel, 
then dy from the <;pmpany outright-— fly from it r 
as you would fly from a plague — for as certainly , 
as the one would infect your body, so certainly 
will the other infect your mind. ' Still, however, 
you may leave it in a polite and genteel manner, 
on the pretence of business, or some other en* 
gagement, or the like ; for, though they hardly 
deserve to be treated with so much cer^nony, 
you ougbt alwa3r8 to remember what is due to 
your own character, because they are ill-na- 
tured, you are not, therefore, to be ill-bred.-^ 
Such company as this, my dear, you are in no 
danger of seeing at your aunt's, nor in the whole 
circle of her acquaintance. With people of- this 
stamp, she would disdain to have any kind of liw^ 
tercourse or correspondence. She would scorn 
to pay them any visits, and she would take care 
not to receive any from them. Would to God 
there were no such people in the worjd f I hope 
there are few ; but still I am afraid there are 
some ; and in their company you may sometimes 
happen to fall by mere chance. On all these oo» 
easions, let me entreat you to follow the direc- 
tions I have given above. 

Another rule, my dear Sophy, which you 
ought to observe in conversation,, is hever to 
say any thing that may give pain or uneaaiaess 
to any one of the company. By this I do not 
mean any of the errors which I have described^ 
and condemned above. All these to be sarQ| 
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five paiB ami uneasiness to the persons that suf- 
fer by trieiB ; but then they do so in plain and 
open terms, and, of consequence, may be the 
more easily corrected or refuted. What I mean 
^ at present is, that you ought never' to say aAy 
thing tliat seems to reflect, even in the most dis- 
tant manner, i^on the faults or foibles of any 
of the company, or of their absent friends. If 
thi9 proceeds from malice, it betrays a bad 
heart ; if from want of thought, it discovers a 
weak head : and the ill-natured and foolish are 
equally unqualified for the delicate intercourse 
of polite conversation. 

- The last advice, my dear, which I shall give 
you on this subject, is never to appear to be ab- 
sent in company, or inattentive to the person 
who is speaking. This is always a sign of in- 
tolerable pride, or of great weakness. Some 
^ ^people are so full of themselves, that they dis- 
dain to listen to the conversation of others.- 
Their minds are puffed up with such a high 
opinion of their own good sense, that they think 
it below them, forsooth, to attend to, what they 
imagine, the nonsense of other people. — -Such 
vain and conceited fools should be excluded 
from all companies, condemned to perpetual 
solitude, and obliged to converse with those only 
whom they esteem ; that is, with their own dear 
•elves. But this absence of thought, this want 
of attention, is not always the effect of pride. 
It is sometimes owing to the. mind's being 
strongly possessed whh som^ riolent passion, 
'^which swallows up, as if wer^, aH the faciihies 
t»f the' sonl, and reoifin- it insensihfe ' to ewry 
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Other impression. One in this situation ^shaU be 
so far from attending to the person who is speak- 
ings thaty even when she is spoken to^ she will 
hardly understand you. She starts^ like one 
reused out of a dream, and wonders where she 
is, or what the company have been doing. All 
that can be said for such people, is, that they 
are more the objects of pity than contempt. 
They are labouring under a violent disease of 
the mind; and should no more venture into 
company, than if they were in a raging fever. — 
There is another source of this habit of inat- 
tion : it sometimes proceeds from a copstitu* 
tional weakness, incident to giddy and thought- 
less minds, which cau never fix for ten minute^ 
upon the same object, but must be always flut- 
tering from one trifle to another. A person of 
this character can neither tell a story bcftselfi 
nor attend to one that is told by another. To J 
confine her attention to the same subject,, or to 
make her thoughts run in the same channel for 
a quarter of an hour together, would be a kind 
of imprisonment which she could not bear. All ^ 
her pleasure lies in perpetual change and varie- 
ty, and that she would not forego on any ac- 
count whatever. Of all these different kinds of 
inattention, the last is certainly the most ex- 
cusacble, and perhaps the easiest to be cured ;— 
for, being commonly the effect of youth, it willj 
of consequence, wear off as the person advances 
in years. 

These, my dear, are some of the principal 
masdms which you ought carefully to observe i];i> 
compfuiy ; and if you do, you will be in little 
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danger of committing any great or capital blun- 
ders* There are, besides^ some other rules of 
less consequence ; but these depend so much on 
the different humours and characters of different 
^ companiesy that they must be left entirely to 
the suggestions of your own prudence and dis- 
eretion. Please to make my kind compliments 
to your aunt and cousins. 

I ever am^ 

Yours. &c* 

Voami. 
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CARDS OF COMPLIMENl. 



Cards of Compliments should be short, easy, 
and consistent with politeness. They must be- 
gin with the title or style of the writer ; and 
care must be taken immediately after to mention 
in a respectful manner, the style or title of those 
to whom they are addressed ; they must contain 
but one subject, and that should be expressed 
with elegance and perspecuity. 

Miss Sprightly's respectful compliments to ^ 
Mrs. Tissue, and entreats the honour of her com- 
pany this afternoon to a dish of tea. 
Monday Morn. 

Mrs. Tissue's compliments to Miss Sprightlyy 
and is happy to accept her agreeable invitation. 
Monday Noon. 

]\frs. Fleming's compliments to Mis Dyson, 
and hopes she got safe home, and is in health, 
after the fatigue of sitting up so late. 
Friday Morn. 

Miss Dyson^s compliments to Mrs. Fleming- 
got borne perfectly safe, and is extremely well i 



•k 
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returns respectful thanks for her obliging ii^ui- 
ries. 

Friday f 2 d'doch. • 

Mr. Spangle's compliments to Mr. James Bril- 
liant — should esteem it as a favour to be obliged 
with his company to take an airing to Harlaem ; 
the carriage to be at the door at three* 
Thursday Noon, 

Mr. James Brilliant's respectful compliments 
to Mr. Spangle; will be happy to attend him 
punctually at the time. 
Thursday^ 1 o'clock* 

VBiiMaaMMiMar 

Miss Guittar's compliments, should be glad of 
Miss Spinnet's company to pick a bit of dinner 

Wednesday^ 8 o^cloclc* 

Miss Spinnet's compliments^ will not fail to 
wait upon Miss Guittar. 

Wednesday y 10 o^clock. 

Miss Sand ford's compliments to Miss Smith, 
and hopes she has received no injury from last 
night's adventure. 

Friday y 10 o^ clock. 

Miss Smith's compliments to Miss Sandford— 
received not the .least injury^ and got home per 
foctly safe. 

Friday. 5 o^clock. 



f 
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Mrs. Shadewell's compliments to Miss Cloudy, 
should be gland of her agreeable company to pass 
the afternoon. 

10 o'clock J Mom. 

Miss Cloudy's compliments to Mrs. Shadewell, 
cannot have the pleasure of accepting her agreea- 
ble invitation, being engaged in a party to the 
Museum. 

11 (fdoek^ Mom. 
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FORMS IN LAW : 

S%gLh oi a Mortgage f a Letter ofLUenetf Bonds^ 

Indentures^ S^c. 



A COMMON MORTGAGE OF AN ESTATE. 

This Indenture madf the day of ^ 

in the y^ar of our Lord one thousand eignt 
hundred and between of the first part, 

and of the second part, Wttnesseth^ 

That, Wheretu the said the part of the 

first part by a certain bond or obliga- 

\ tion, bearing date the day of in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and held and firmly bound unto the above 

named part of the second part, in the sum of 

lawful money of the United States of Ame* 
rica, with a condition thereunder written for 
the payment of the sum of lawful money as 
aforesaid, with the interest due and to grow 
due thereon, on or before the day of 

which will be in the year of our Lord one thou-* 
sand eight hundred and as by the said bond 
more fully may appear. And it is expressly 
declared and understood to be the true intent 
and meaning of the parties to these Presents, 

- and to have been expressly agreed between 
them, that the sum mentioned in the condition 
oS tbe aaad bond* and tlm iator«t dim and to 

Rf 
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grow due tbeieon, sball be paid unto the said 
part of the second part, . 'Executors, 

Administrators and Assigns, in good gold or sil- 
ver coin only, and not in paper money, or bills 
of credit of any kind or description whatever, / 
upon any occasion or pretence whatever : any 
law or laws hereafter to be made, or any custom 
or usage to the contrary thereof notwithstand- 
ing. JVbtr, therefore J this Indenture further 
mtnessethy That the said part 
of tlie first part, for the better .securing and more 
uire payment of the sum mentioned in the con- 
dition of the said bond, according to the true in- 
tent and meaning thereof, and of these presents ; 
And alsoy in consideration of one dollar to 
in hand paid by the said part 

of the second part, at and before Ihe 
ensealing and delivery of these presents, the a 
receipt whereof is' hereby acknowledged, ha 
granted, bargained and sold, alienated, remised, 
released, conveyed, and confirmed, and by these 
presents do grant, bargain, sell, alien, remise, 
release, convey and confirm unto the said part 

of the second part, and 
to heirs and assigns, for ever, All 

Together with all and singular the rights, mera- 
' hers, privileges, hereditaments and appurtenan- 
ces thereunto belonging, or in any wise apper* 
taing : And also^ all the estate, right, title, in- 
terest, power, possession, claim, and demand of 
the said part of the first part, of, in or > 

to the same, and the reversion and reversions, 

reaftiiider aod reoMnden^ reatsi imum^ and 
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profits thereof. To have and to holdy the herein 
before Granted Premises, with all and singular 
the rights, nfembers, privileges, hereditaments, 
and appurteaan<:es thereunto belonging, unto the 
said Part of the second part, and to 

Heirs and Assigns, the sole a)]d only proper 
use, benefit and behoof of the said Part of 

the second part. Heirs and Assigns for 

ever. Provided always^ Nevertheless^ and it is 
tlie true intent and meaning of the parties to 
these Presents, that if the said Part of the 

first part. Heirs, Executors, or Adminis- 

trators, shall well and truly pay unto the said 
Part of the second part, Executors, 

Administrators, or Assigns, the sum mentioned 
in the Condition of the aforesaid Bond, toge- 
ther with the Interest due and to grow due 
thereon, and the whole, that is to say both prin- 
cipal and interest^ in good Gold or Silver Coin 
only, and not in paper Money, or Bills of Credit 
of any kind or description whatever, according 
to the plain and true intent and meaning of the 
said Bond, and of these Presents, at the time 
specified for the payment thereof, that then, and 
from thenceforth, these presents and every thing 
therein contained shall cease, determine and be 
absolutely void ; otherwise stand, be and re- 
main in full force, power, and virtue. And the 
said Part of the first part, hereby authorise and 
fully empower the said Part of the second part, 
Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, and assigns, 
(if the said Part of the first part, Heirs, 

Executors, or Administrators, shall neglect, de- 
lay^ or refuse to pay the said sum mentioned ia 
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the condition of the said Bond, together with 
the intorest due thereon, at the time specified 
for the payment thereof, according to the Tenor 
of the Condition of the Bond aforesaid) to enter 
into and upon all and singular the Premises,/ 
hereby, granted ^or mentioned, or intended so \ 
to be, and the same to sell and convey in man- 
ner and form directly and required in and by the 
Act in such case made and provided ; and out 
of the money arising from such sale, to retain 
the principal and interest due on the said Bond 
at the time of such sale, and that in good Gold 
or Silver Coin, together with all the costs and . 
charges of selling the before mentioned pre« 
mises; any right equity of redemption of the 
said part of the first part, Heirs or Assigns^ 

of, in^-ortO'The before mentioned premises, ' 
notwithstanding : The said Part of the second \ 
part. Heirs, Executors, Administrators, or"^ 

Assigns, paying to the said Part of the first 
part. Executors or Administrators upon de- 
mand, the surplus (if any there shall be) of the 
Monies arising from such sale. In Witness 
Whereof, the parties to these presents,- have \ 
hereunto interchangeably set their hands and 
seals, the day and vear first above wHtteo. 
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This Indenture made the day of 

hi the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and between 

That the said for and in consideration of 

the sum of lawful money of the 

United States of America, in hand paid, at or 
before the ensealing and delivering of these pre- 
sents, by the said the receipt where- 
of is hereby confessed and acknowfedged ; and 

* the said heirs, executors and administrators, 
for ever released and discharged from the same 
by these presents — ^ha granted, bargained, sold, 
aliened, remised, released, conveyed, assured, 
enfeoffed, and confirmed ; and by these presents 

^do grant, bargain, sell, aKen, remise, release, 
convey, assure, enfeoff, and confirm, fully, free- 
ly, absolutely unto the said ' heirs and as 
signs for ever, All 

Together with all and singular the appurteiiaa- 
ces, privileges and advantages whatsoever, unto 
the said above mentioned and described prendise^ 
in any wise appertaining or belonging ; and the 
reversion or revisions, remainder and remain- 
ders, events, issues and profits thereof; and also, 
all the estate, right, title, interest, property, 
claim and demand whatsoever, as well in law as 
in equity of the said of, in and to the same, 

and every part and parcel thereof, with the ap- 
purtenances. To have and to hold the above 
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granted, bargained, and described premises, with 
the appurtenances, unto the said Heirs 

and assigns, for their own proper use, benefit 
and behoof for ever. And the said for 
heirs, executors and administrators, do covenant 
promise, grant and agree, to and with the said 
heirs and assigns 



That the above granted premises and every 
part and parcel thereof with the appurtenances, 
DOW are, and for ever hereafter shall be and re* 
main unto the said Heirs and assigns, 

free and absolutely, clear, discharged and un-« 
incumbered of and from all former and other 
titles, charges, estates, or incumbrances of what 
nature and kind soever, had made, committed, i 
done or suffered, or^ to be had, made, commit- 
ted, done or suffered by the said heirs 
and assigns, or by any other person or persons 
whomsoever, any thing having or claiming in 
the premises 

And ahoj That the said and 

heirs, and all and every other person or persons 
whomsoever, lawfully or equitably, deriving any 
estate, right, title, or interest of, in or to the 
herein before granted premises, by, from, under 
or in trust for shall and will, at any 

time or times hereafter, upon the reasonable re- 
quest of the said heirs or assigns, and 
at the proper costs and charges in the law, of )^^ 
the said heirs or assigns, make, do and 
execute, or cause and procure to be made, doiM 
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and executed^ all and every sack further and 
other lawful and reasonable conveyances, and 
assurances in the lav, for the better and more 
efifectually vesting and confirming the premises 
' hereby intended to be granted, in and to the 
aaid heirs and assigns for ever, as by 

the said heirs or assigns, or their 

counsel leared in the law, sliall be reasonably 
devised, advised or required ; and the said 

for heirs, executors and admU 

I aistrators, will warrant, and by these presents, 
for ever defend the above described and released 
premises, and ewery part and marcel thereof* 



In witness whereof the parties to these presents 
have hereunto interchangeably set their hands 
and seab the day and year first above written. 

Signedy scaUdy and delivered ) 
in the Presence of 5 



^ BOJ\rD. 

Know all Men by these Presents, That 

held and firmly 
bound unto in the sum of 

lawful money of the United States of 
America, to be paid unto the said execa« 

tors, administrators or assigns ; for which pay* 
■M&ty biiidy and heirs^ executi»rS| aad adminie* 
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trators Jointly and severally ; firmly by these 
Presents : Sealed with Seal, and dated the 

day of in the year of our Lord 

one thousand eight hundred and 

TA< condition of the preceding Obligation is 
such. That if the above bounde;i heirs, 

executors, or administrators, shall and do well 
and truly pay, or cause to be paid unto the 
above mentioned executors, administrators, 

or assigns, the sum of lawful money as 

aforesaid, with lawful interest for the same, on 
or before the day of which will be in 

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and without fraud or delay, then the pre- 

ceding Obligation to be void, otherwise to re« 
main In full force and virtue* 

Sealed and delivered 
in the Presence of 



A POWER OF ATTORNEY. 

Know aM men by these presents. That 
have constituted, made and appointed, and by 
these presents do constitute, make and appoint 
trusty and loving friend 

true and lawful attor- 
neji for and in name and stead, and 

to me, to Mk| demand^ mie for, levy, reoo 
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Ter and receive^ all sum and sums of money, 
debtSy rent9| goods, wares, dues, accounts, and 
other demands whatsoever^ which are or shall be 
due, owing, payable, and belonging to 

or detained from In any manner Oj 

ways and means, whatsoever, by 



Giving and granting unto ' said attorney, by 
these presents full and whole power, strength, 
and authority, in and about the premises, to 
have, sue, and take all lawful ways and means 
name, for the recovery thereof; and upon 
receipt of any such debts, dues, or sums of mo« 
ney aforesaid, acquittance or other sufficient dis- 
charges, for and in name to make, 
seal, and deliver ; and generally all and every 
other act and acts, thing and things, device and 
^devices, in the law whatsoever, needful and 
necessary to be done in and about the premises, 
for, and in name to do, execute, and 
perform, as largely and amply, to all intents and 
purposes, as might or could do, if 
was personally (iresent, or as the matter requir- 
ed more special authority than is herein given ; 
and attornies, one or more under for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, to make and constitute', and again 
at pleasure to revoke ; ratify, allowing, and hold- 
ing for firm and effectual, all and whatsoever 

said attorney shall lawfully do in and 
about the premises, by virtue hereof. 
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In tffiiness whereof y have hereunto set 

Hand and seal, the day of in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and and of the independence of the^ 

United States of America, the twenty 
year. 

Sealed and delivered } 
in the presence of j 



AN APPRENTICE'S INDENTURE. 

This Indenture witnesseth, That 

now aged hy and with the con* 

sent of hath put himself, and by '^ 

these presents doth roluntarily, and of his own 
free will and accord, put himself an apprentice 
to ' to learn the art, trade, 

and mystery of and after the manner 

of an apprentice, to serve from the day ol the 
date hereof, for and during, and until the fut! ; 
end and term of next ensuing : dfir- 

.ing all which time, the said apprentice, his m;is- 
ter faithfully shall serve, his secrets keep, his 
lawful commands every where readily obey : he 
shall do no .damage to his said master, nor see 
it done by others, without letting or giving notice 
thereof to his said master : he shall not waste ^ 
his said master's goods, nor lend them unlawful*^ 
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Ij to any : he shall not commit fornication nor 
contract matrimony within the said term : at 
cards, dice, or any other unlawful game he shall 
not play, whereby his said master may have da- 
mage : with his own goods, nor the goods of 
others, without licence from his said master, he 
shall neither buy nor sell : he shall not absent 
himself day nor night froru his said master's ser- 
vice, without leave ; nor haunt ale-houses, 
ta.verns,or play-houses; but in all things behave 
^iniself as a faithful apprentice ought to do, 
during the said term. And the said master shall 
use the utmost of his endeavours to teach or 
cause to be taught, or instructed, the said appren- 
tice, in the trade or mystery of 
And procure and provide tor him sufficient meat^ 
drink, fit for an ap- 

prentice, during the said term of 

And for the true performance of all and singu^ 
lar the covenants and agreements aforesaid, the 
said parties bind themselves, each unto ttie other^ 
firmly by these presents. 



In witness whereof, the said parties have in- 
ti^rchangeably set their hands and seals hereunto. 
Pated the day of in the 

year of the independence of the 
United States of America, and in the year of our 
l^prd, one thousand eight hundred and 

- Sealed and delivered > 
in the presence of 5 
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OFFICIAL TITLES. 



The usual style of Address^ for theprinetped 
Public Officers in the United States^ is OM 
follows^ viz. 

The President of the United States is some* 
times addressed by that appellation only — Tho 
most customary style of aadressing him, b, — His 
Excellency the President of the United States ; ' 
or^ His Excellency the President. 

The same may be observed of the Vice-Pre- 
sident of the United States, mutatis mutandis ;— > 
or, he may be addressed. His Excellehcy, A. B. ' 
Esq. Vice-President of the United States. ^\ 

Members of Congress, A. B. Esq. ; Senator^ 
or, C. D. Esq. member of the House of Repro- 
sentatives ; or, C. D. Esq. M. H. R. (i. e. Mem« 
ber of the house of Representatives.)' 

The Secretary of the Senate — ^S. A. O. Esq. 
Secretary of the Senate. , 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives— 
J. B. Esq. Clerk, H. R. 

Ambassadors, and Foreign Ministers have the 
the title of Excellency^ 

Judges of the Superior Courts — The Honour* 

able A. B. Esq. Chief Justice of the 

[mutatis mutandis.] 

The Ministers of the Great Departments of hr 
the Federal Govemment-^The Honourable A. 
B. Esq. Secretjpy of the Treasury^ &c. &c. 
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• 

The Governors or Presidents of the State Go- 
vernments, have the title of Excellency. 

Deputy Governors, or Vice-Presidents of the 
State Governments, The Honourable. 

Members of the State Legislature — Esq. 

The Governor of the Western Territory — Hif 
Excellency. 

Judges of Inferior Courts, Counsellors at Law, 
Prothonotarjes, County Lieutenants of the Mili- 
tia, Collectors, Naval Officers, and Surveyors in 
the Departments of the Customs, and all the 
principal Commissioned Officers in the United 
States, are, are styled Esq. 

Bishops in the United States — The Right Rev. 
B. M-^ — , D. D. Bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, in the Slate of , &c. 

Other Clergymen — The Rev. J. L , D. 

D. or, The Rev. Dr. C ; or, the Rev. 

Mr. D ; or. The Rev. T. R^ , Rector 

of , Pastor of , [mutatis mutandis.] 

Professors in the Universities and Colleges— 

G. W , D. D. Professor of , in the 

Uni /ersity of— ; Professor T. — ; Mr. 
Professor. 
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